






























Another point that is brought to our notice in the Had ith is Thai 
ftasulullah zg informed us (hat any naft deed in Rumadhan is 


rewarded as much as a fardh in normal times, whereas a fardh i 




fiurtwdhan carries (he reward of seventy faraa'td of other times. 


OUR FAULTS 

At this point we should ponder over our ibaadah, How much 
importance do we attach to it In Ramudhim? How much nafl do we 
perform? As for fardh deeds we observe how numerous people who 
after having eaten schri (sower—suhoorh get back into bed with 
the result that Fajr salaat goes by without being performed. Many 
perform it. but not with jama'ah. It gives the impression that we 
give Thanks to Abah for the food we had eaten at sebri by not 

performing the most important fardh or by not performing ii with 

jama'sh. It remains i ncom p Ecu - . RasuSuHah said that: 

"There is no salaat for those near (he masjid except in the masjid." 


In the kitaab ‘Masraahiie Haq' we find that when a person, without 
any valid excuse, performs salaat without jama’ah, the fardh has 

been performed: however reward for the sal a an is not received. 



Similarly, in numerous cases at the lime of if&ar (boka) 
saia&t is missed,, and many who do come to the masjid miss.the 
(akhrer at (he beginning or miss the first rak'ah, 
because of the Tarawech saiaat even perform Eshaa 
the time. (Some do not pay any attention to sabat even in 

Rtfinadhan.) 



That is the way we look after our ibaadah in 
times in order Co perform one tardh three are 
do wr not sec even Zuhr salaat going by 
while A$r goes by because we are too busy 

cooking to prepare for iltaar, 





Some- 

How often 
we are asleep, 
selling and 


if such is the case with the faraa’id, then we can imagine how much 
less i m pt>n a nee is given Co the naSs actions. One finds that because 
of sleep. SalaatuJ Ishraaq tatter sunrise) and Salaatud Duha 
(before noon) go by. Then what about Salaatul Awwasjbecn (just 



after Maghrib)? Here we find cucselves busy with jftaar and when 
thinking about Taraweeh after about an hour this salaat too is 
wasted, further we find that for Salaatut Tah&jjud the time is the 
same as that for sehri with the result that this too goes by. One may 
make a thousand excuses for net finding time for these nawaaTil. 
yet we see that there are many who do find the time to do ail these 
ihaadah's during these precious moments. 


1 personally had observed my ustaaz Mai/jna Khalil Ahmad RA. 

during many fiamtidhans. He was a iveak, sickly person of 
advanced age but in spite of that he used to read one and a quarter 
juz of the Qur'mn, in nafl namaaz after Maghrib. Thereafter be 
used to eat for about half an hour After performing all other 
necessities in preparation forTaraweeh salaah he used to stand in 
Tatawecb for about two and half hours while in Indta + and for 


three hours while residing in Medina Munaw-warah, Thereafter be 
used to sleep for about two or three hours (according to the season). 
Then again he used In recite the Qvr aan in Tahajjud salaat until 
about half an hour before Fajr, Then he ate sehri. From that time 
until Fajr he remained busy with reading of the Quraatt or reciting 
of wazifas. With the greytiess of dawn he performed Fajr salaat, 
whereafter he remained in meditation (muraaqabah) until sshraaq. 

Having performed ishraaq he used to write his famous kitaab. 
J 8az]ui Majhood' commentary on Abu Dawood. Then he normally 

attended to letters and dictating replies. From Asr until M ago rib 
he used to be busy with thinking and answering foe queries of those 
who visited him. When he completed 'Bazin) Majhood' he used to 
be busy studying some monumental religious works. This was his 
daily programme throughout the year, hi Ramadkan however, he 
used to Spend a bit more time in bis ibaadah, making the rak'ahs 
longer. Our other great saintly men used, to take the same care or 


even more. Shsikbul Hind Maulana 



Has&an 


trahmatultahi alaihi) u 



iu remain in natl s a last from after 


Ou 




hutfaaz one after the other 


Maulana Shah Abdurrahim Raipuri (d I%7) remained busy with 
tllaawah {recitation} of the Qur'aan day and night throughout 
Ramodhan. There used to be no time for attending to eorrespon- 



dcnce or meeting visitors. Only hts very speeipt ones were allowed [o 
wait on him after Taraweeh for a short period while he drank a cup 


of tea. 
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ADVICE 



manner in 






The reason for mentioning 

spent their Ramadhvn is not that we mayjusi read without deriving 

any benefit ft is written with the object 



we lit our own way may 




build up courage and to the best of our ability endeavour 
and follow their noble examples.. How wonderful would ft be if 
those who are not forced by worldly necessities, tty their utmost to 
mend theft religious life in this one month after having allowed 
eleven months of the year to destroy themselves. 


As for those who have to be, in theft offices and in service at eight 


nine or ten in the morning, what difficulty will it be for them if they 




time by- 
rind time 



the time from 

all 




until their service 

needs we do 


As for those engaged in farming, w 






no one s 


service* 



portion of their farm 



them from reciting their QurWit in any 





m 




them in Ra 



their Qcrr'ciuw during their 



or 





very 

Qu r uan. 







m 



m 




down from the Al 




to 



time 


in order to make time for the recitation thereof. After all there is a 

between: Ramadhan and the t jI aawah of the 

ures were revealed 


r s great Divine 
the Qur'nan in this month was brought 


Sama'ud Dunyaa h From 


I s t I 1^1 s 

where it was revealed bit by bit to Rasulullah 
span of twenty three years. 





throughout a 


Nabi Ibrahim talayhis salaaml received hts scriptures on the twelfth 

or eighteenth, Nabi Moosa (a lay his salaam! received his Tow rah on 
the sixth. Nabi Eesa (alayhft salaam) received the inject on the 
twelfth or thirteenth. From this we note the great connection 
between the Divine Scriptures and the month of Ramadhan. For 


reason, as much tilaawah of the Quraan should be 


possible 

Jibra'il 


Muhammad 
is stated tha 







out 






the 

■ ■■ i- ■ 

the whole QuT'aan to 

month of Ramadhan. In some reports 

used to recite and he Uibra'il A: 




ore 


used to listen. From joining these reports the ulama have s 
it is must ah ab to read the Quravn to inch a manner that * 
recites the others listen. Thereafter another recites while others 
listen. So recite the Quraan as much as possible. Whatever time 

remains thereafter should not be wosted- 


Rasulullah ^ drew our attention to fouT more things and 

advised that we should practise them as much as possible. They are 

the recitation of Kalima Tayylba, istighfaftr. begging for paradise 
and seeking refuge from Jahannam. What is so difficult about 
keeping the tongue busy with the recitation of durood tsalawaat) or 
La a ilaaha ilTat Laah while being engaged in our daily tasks? In the 
samcHadith RasululSab jgjt said a few more things: Ramadhan 
is the month of patience, Hetice even if great difficulty is 
experienced in fasting one should bear it with patience. One should 


not complain as people are fond of doing 



hot days. 



Similarly, should difficulty be experienced at the time of Taraweeh, 

■■ 

.it too should be bom* with patience Do not consider it a great 
calamity or trail; otherwise these deeds may be rejected by 
When we turn our backs on wordly things, forsake our very eating 
and drinking, for the sake of earning Allah's pleasure, then in the 

face of Allah's pleasure what are these difficulties? 


SYMPATHY FOR THE UNFORTUNATE 

Further, the Hadith states that it is the month of sympathy, 
especially for the poor and destitute. Sympathy should be of a 

practical nature. When ten things are placed before us for ifuar, 
at least two or four of them should be scf aside fur the poor and 
needy, They should definitely be remembered. In showing 
sympathy forth* poor, as to all other matters, the &ahaaba were 
living examples, and to this + it is our duty to follow or at least try to 















follow them. L*t lls see the following example: Abu labm RA, 

■ 

re kies that during the battle of Yarmouk hq went in search of his 
cousin taking with him a bag of water so os to give him to drink and 
wash his wounds if he was found alive 
ham lying among the wounded, "When 1 asked him whether he 
wanted some water, lie indicated, 'Yes'. At that 

moaned- My cousin pointed to that person indicating 
quench the thirst of the neighbour, i went to 
found that he too needed water, but just as I was 

, a third person groaned near him. The second 
this third one meaning that I should give the third one to drink 
first-1 went to the fiijrd one but before he could drink, [ found that 
he had passed a way, thereupon 1 returned to the second one only 
to find that he too had passed away. When I came to my coiisdh, he 
too hud become a martyr. “ 

This is the type of sympathetic character our forefathers had. May 
Allah be pleased with them ail and grant us ability to follow in their 
footsteps. 




in another Hcdiih it is stated that 

clothes the naked, and grants, 
save him from the terrors of 





e to 






Yahya 




to gram 







one 



Imaam Sufyaan used 


thousand Dirhams every month, 

to prostrate himself before Allah praying: "O Allah, Yahya 

to my worldly needs. See You, through Your Great 



Mercy, to his necessities in the Hereafter 


■I 





death of 


Yahya some people saw him in their dreams and on inquiring what 
had happened to him in the Hereafter, he 

prayers of Sufyaan I have been forgiven by 




Further, Rasulullah $jj? 



the virtue of feeding a 


fasting person at the time of breaking the fast* In one Had it h it is 
reported that upon him who feeds a person lb break theyiiJt out of 
his hal»aI timings. the angels spread mercy: and on the night of 
Layialaiul Qadar Jibra’il, AS. shakes hands w ith him. fhe sign of this 
is that his heart becomes soft while fears freely flow from his eyes. 



Hammaad bin Salamah, a very Famous mu had ditto used to feed 
fifty people every day during Ramadhan at iftaar. CRahul 

Bayun')- 


Thereafter, the Hadith 








first section 


of Ramadhan the coming of Mercy, whereby it Is meant that 
Allah's favour is with the believers. Those who are 



to 


Allah for His 



„ receive rtiore. 




r aan 




thankful. J will surely 





1 - 


During the second section 

de&end as a 





forgiveness begins to 
the first section. J he last 












In my 

sections 
,there 
the very 



section of Ramadhan brings immunity from erttrace into 
Jahannam. This is corroborated 
personal opinion Ramadhan has been 
because people are normally of three 
are those who have no burden of sins, For them 
beginning of Ramadhan Allah's Mercy 
Secondly, there are those whose burden of sins are not too heavy. 
For them forgiveness descends after one third of Ramadhan has 
passed. Thirdly* there are tlic real sinners. For them forgiveness 
comes after having fasted the major section of Ramadhan. As for 
those who attained Allah's Mercy right at the beginning, they arc 
the successful ones. (And Allah knows be at 5- 


Another point mentioned in the Ahaadith is that masters should be 
lenient with their servants in Ramadhan because, after all. they too 
are fasting. Unnecessary hard work or too much of it will be a 
burden to them- So why should an extra worker not be hired when 
work is loo much? That of course only applies when the servant 
himself fast 5 : otherwise there is tie difference for them In-tween 

Rwiwdhan and any other month. 

Lastly, in the Hadith: Rasulullah # exhorted that four things 
should be repeated constantly. Firstly: the recitation of Kalima 
Tayyiba- whiph in the Ahaadith is called the highest form of zikt. 
In Mishkaat Abu Sami Khudari & reports: “Once Nabt Moosa 
la lay toil salaam) begged of Allah to wrant hint a special prayer by 
which he can remember Allah and also ask him. Then Allah 




HADITH NO* 2 


Abu Hurairah 






RasuluHah 



of 


refer in [he sight of Allah than the 

r behalf the fish in the sea seek 


said; "Mj 
anyone 
ing 





they break I heir fast. Allah prepares and decorates a special garden 


i 


says <to it) 


faithful servants shall cast aside the great trials (of the world) ane 

■i n r " 1 li ■ ■ ■ ■ m 


chained so as nut to reach unto those 


nded 


^ - - "■■♦VIP uis-jr IJIM milllj 

reach during other months besides Kamad/uin, On the last night ( >i 

_ 1 __ 1 ll »•* 


Huftwdttvri ihev are forgiven." 


The sahaaba there upon i 



: "O : 



er nl Allah, is that 


ia$( nighi LuytumtQtufr? Ra.suluHah jg* replied: "No, But it is 


only right that a servant should be given 



completed his service. 




reward on haring 



COMMENTARY 


ttasulullah merit tons in the Hadith five such presents from 

Allah which were not granted to the fasting people before Islam, If 
only .we can truly appreciate how great this bounty from Allah 
really is, and if only we could sincerely try to gain those special 
favours. Firstly, wt are told that the smell from the mouth of the 
Easting one is more beloved and sweeter in Allah’s sight than the 
smell of musk. The commentators mention eight meanings to this, 
Ot' these, three are the most acceptable explanations: (a) Some are 
of the opinion that in the Hereafter Allah shat! reward that smel! 

from [he mouth with fragrant scents more sweet and pleasing than 
musk, (b) On the day of Qiyaamah when we shall rise from the 
grave such a sweet smell shall emanate from the mouth of those 
who fasted which shiJl be better than musk, (Pture Manthur) 
(q}The version which in my opinion is most acceptable, is the view 
that in the world the smell is more fragrant than musk. This shows 
[he bond of love between Allah and His fasting creatures. 

We all know that even a bad smell from one whom one loves truly 
and sincerely is in itself be!oved in the sight of the lover* who in this 
case is Allah Himself, Fasting is one of the most accepted forms of 
ihaadah in Allah's sight. For this reason the Hadith states that the 
reward for every deed is brought by the angels.but Allah says: ‘'The 
reward for fasting, 1 Myself will give, because it is for Me alone. " 
Another version of the same Hadith (when read in a different way) 
says: “I Myself become bis reward/' And what greater reward can 
there be tor the lover than to gain the Beloved? In one Hadith we 
read: '"Fasting is the door to all other forms of ibaadah," This 
means that through Easting the heart becomes enlightened through 
which one s desire is awakened towards Allah. This is the case only 
if fasting becomes fasting in the true sense of the word with all its 
requirements tas shall be explained later), and not just remaining 
hungry and thirsty. 

NOTE: At this juncture I wish to draw attention to one point. 
Because of this Hadith some imaams (especially Imaam ShaH'ce) 
prohibited cleansing of teeth with miswaak in the afternoon* 
whereas the Hanatis consider it to be mustahab at all limes. The 
Imaaiu's reason lhal through miswaak the smell from the teeth is 



removed, whereas Hanails maintain that the odour referred to here 
is the smell resulting from the stomach being empty, 
nothin^ in do with mtswaafc. 



The second special favour is that fish in the sea make htighfaar for 
him who Easts. The aim here is to captain that many beings offer 
prayer on his behalf. My unde, Maulana Muhammad llyaas RA- 
used to say that this is apparently so because Allah says in the 
Qirr'c«m: “Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, Allah 
shall make them beloved {in this world)." One Hadttft clarifies this: 


"When Allah loves a person. He says to Jibrahl: *1 love that person, 
you should also love him/’ Jibrall then also loves that person and 
announces in the heavens: “That person is loved by Allah. You all 


should love him," Thereupon all the inmates of the heavens begin 
la love him. Then, love for that person spreads on earth," Normally 
only those who are near to a person seem to love him but here that 
love spreads all over, even the animals in the jungles and the fish in 
the sea do the same. They all then pray on his behalf. 


The third favour bestowed on the fasting ones is that iannah 
becomes decorated for them. Another Hadith states that at the 
beginning of every year. lamtah begins to be adorned for 
RvmadhuH, We know that when a great person is expected to 
arrive, great care is taken in rhe preparations for his coming. At the 

[ime of marriage for example, preparations commence months in 
advance, Likewise It is with Kamadkun* 


The fourth favour is that the rebellious, evil sowing sHhytaan ate 
chained, (detained), as a result of which evil is diminished. One 
would expect that because of the great desire for ibaadah in the 
blessed month of Ramadhan, shayt&an would try just as hard to 
pull the faithful from their path so that much more evil would be 
committed. That is not the case. On the contrary wc see so much 


less evil. How many drunkards do we not see who just because of 


the blessed month of Rtwwdkan do not drink any wine. How many 
other evil doers do wc not see casting aside evil just because of the 
blessed month of Ramndhan. A question may arise here, that when 
the shaytaans are chained, how is it that we still do see evil 
committed even though to a lesser degree? Our reply is that evil 



may not necessarily be caused by the shaytaans, Having for eleven 
months lived in obedience to shaytaan's whims and wishes and 
because of the performance of deeds advised by him having become 
second nature to us, evil is being done in and out of j Ramudhun. 

For this reason we see those who normally commit evil do still 

commit some of it in Thus even though shaytaan has 

been chained, his influence in us has become so strong that on our 

own accord we follow bis path. 


Another answer to the Question, tS: Rdsulullah said that: 

"When a person commits a sin, a black spot forms on his heart. 
When he sincerely repents, k is removed, otherwise: it remains. 
When he again commits a sin another Spot forms until his heart 
becomes completely black- Then no good can reach his heart/’ 
Referring to this Allah says in the Qur'nan: "By no means. But on 
tkmr hearts is the stain hf the IIlf. rr That their hearts have become 

totally rusted, in such cases these hearts have a natural inch nation 


towards sin. This is the reason that many people fearlessly commit 
one type of sin, but yet if confronted with another sin of similar 

magnitude then their hearts repudiate if. Like those who drink 
wine, if tokl to eat pork, they detest it. Whereas in sin these two 


misdeeds arc equal 



when these sins ate constantly 


commuted out of Ramadhtw, tire 



is 



by 



ihus 


resulting in these sins being commited without the presence of the 
shaytaan. My personal opinion is 



not all 



arc 




chained- Only the most rebellious ones are. AH of us can sec that in 

1 h B 

Rumadhan it does not require a great amount of 
exertion to do any good deed. Neither does it require a great self 
eontrol and sacrifice to avoid evil as in other times. 

khaaq was of the opinion that for the evil ones only the most 

rebellious shaytaans are chained whereas for the righteous ones all 
sbaytaans are chained. 




The fifth favour is that 
Ramadhun tsce previous 





was 



veness is granted on the Imal night of 

; because of this great favour the 
that, that must be Layiatuf Qadr, they knew the 
of that night and 

. The reply was that is was not - This is merely the 






favour granted tor h&virtKgiven Ramadhan its due right to the end. 




HAD 1 TH NO. 3 


laab bin Ujra w «lat« •■RMuMIsh Tg tatt "C«m t near to 
mirobar." And we came near Ihe mimbar. When In. amended 
lire, Mcrnf.be mimbar be raid "Aameen". When he «cMkd 
reared s.ep he raid: " Aamecn". When he ascended .he fh«t 
, he raid- "Aamecn". When he descended «t raid: O Rasul ot 
,h „ have heard from you today some, h in g which we never 


tcirhe said: -Aamecn -. When he descended 


heard before." He said "(When 


mreared betorg mc and raid: "Woe „ him who found .he blessed 
H™h of ttamaJha,, and let « pa« by withaul gaming 
wgirencss." Up«t. that I 'aid: "Aamecn". When 1 arcended .he 

® ^ radii J La.iWiuf rhv njimr IS 


Woo 


before 


shy name h 


docs not ruau dufood 




COMMENTARY 






c cue ht- s 


us 


that: 


Whosoever recites 


orb? 


durood 


on 


RastHuliab , on him Allah sends ren mercies and for him the 


Malaa'ikah 





his, sins arc forgiven, his rank is 


elevated. reward is received as much as Mount Uhud, am? on his 


behalf Kasulullah 


-ft 





"at) on the day of 


Qiyaamah, Further promises of reward are: Attaining Allah’s 


pleasure. meres and immunity against 




safety from the 


terrors of Qiyaamah; seeing one’s promised place in jannah even 
while on this earth. Besides these there is the promise of not ever 
being troubled by poverty and need, the promise of 
enc m ies and i h e prom isc of 
of Fiqh have said that it ts 






of others, The ulama 


to recite durood at least once in a 


lifetime, while it is w a a jib to recite 






the name of 


RasuluUah ?..$ 



Some say it is mustahab 



The third person is that in whose 
parents reach old age and yet he is unable to 


one or both of his 



ure to serve 




uhma have 





that its every 


permissible act it is o 
should not be disrespectful 








, but be 





1 hey be non-believers. Neilher should one raise Ids voice above 

theirs, nor address them by their names. When they have to be 
called to the good and prohibited from evil, it should be done ivilh 
softness. even if they refuse to accept. At all limes they should be 
honoured and respected. In a Had'ih it is related: “The best of 
doors entering Jannah is the father. If you wish, look after ir and if 
you wish deslory it." A sahaabi inquired from Rasulullah : 


"W'liiii are the rights due to parents? 



TV 



: "They are your 


Jannah and your Jahannam.” Further it is stated in (he Htidifh 
: "When an obedient son looks with love arid devotion to his 
parents, ihe reward lot That ga^e shall be the same us for a 



maqbool (accepted) Haj, Iti 




it is stated that; 


“Apart from associating other god* with Allah. Allah forgives ah 
sins as he pleases. However, Fie inflicts the tribulations of dis- 

world before death." A sahaabi said; 


obedience to parein this 
"Q Messenger of Allah, ! want to go for jihaadT Rasululljh jyt 
asked: "Is your mother alive?” He repfed; , 'Yes” Ra&ulullah :'yr 
then said: “Serve her, jannah lies under her tee< for you.” " \ he 
pleasure of Allah lies in pleasing one’s father, and Allah's’dis¬ 
pleasure lies in displeasing one's father ' 1 From the above it vh.s'itd 

Pe¬ 





ncil he deducted that where parents had not 
and respected and are now dead, there fs no other way out except 
Jahannam for the children. In Shari'ah there is a way our, The 
Had it h teaches us that in such cases one 
and JMighfaar for them, and by doing that, one will be counted 

states that the best 







among those who are obedient. Another 
one can do after one's father's death is to treat 





companions in a 



manner, as 








HADITH NO* 4 


Ubaadah bin Saamif 

said when Ramadhan had 

■ 

the month of blessings has eOin-e to you, 
towards you and sends 




to you 


good and boasts to the 
righteousness-from y 




faults, accepts prayers, looks at your 



over you. 


unfortunate one is he 

month/' 


one day 





■ 





ives 





greatest 







most pitiable and 
Mercy in this 


COMMENTARY 

En this 










believers, one trying to do more good 



than the other. In out 


twfi home. 3 am greatly 



cut seeing how the women folk vi< 


* 



each other, the one trying to recite more of the Qur'onn ihar 


the others, so that in spite of domestic respon 
twenty jui of the Quraan is read by one 




out 



a sense of gratitude to 





fifteen to 
mention this only 

r and not 




lo boast. May Allah accept their and our deeds and increase us all 





HADmi m. s 



COMMENTARY 


Apart from this Hadith there are many others stating that the duaa 

of a lasting person is muslajaab (accepted). In one Had it h we read 
that the duaa is accepted at the time qf iftaar. The famous duaj as 
tftaar is: 



0^1 

"O Allah jor You haw 1 fasted, in You dal brlieve, and vn You do 
I rrlyund now ! break ibis fusf wtlft/ood aiming from You . ,J 


Abdullah bin Annr used to read the following duaa: 



in some hooks we read that RasululUh used to say: 

"O You who art' Great m Bounties, forgive me . J ' 


Remember that no special duaa is fixed. This lime (at iftaar) is one 
when duaa is accepted. Submit bclore Allah alE your needs and if 
you remember„ then make duaa for me lob. 




HADITH NO. 6 


Abu Hurairah 



reports: Ra&ululiah 





are 


three people whose duaas are not rejected; 
he breaks the fast; the just ruler and the 



whose dtiaa Allah lifts above (he clouds and opens unto it 
of heavens, and Allah says: “1 swear by My honour, 
assist you even though it may be after 





I 





COMMENTARY 


In 




it is reported from Aa'isha rad h iyaHah it an ha 


that when Ramcdhan appeared, the colour of Rasulullah's ( ) 

face used to change. He then used to increase salaat, became even 

duaas and had even more fear for Allah* 


more 



m 



According to another report he hardly ever lay down in bed until 
Ha/natffitin came to an end* Further, it is stated that the 
Malaa'tkah carrying the Throne are commanded in Ramadhan to 

to the duaas of those 



leave everything else and recite 
who fust. Numerous are such Ahaadith stating that the fasting 


one s 





When 




us. 



truthful Nabi 

■ 

whatsoever about the truth of these reports 


and 




be 




what they makeduaa for 


people 


get 


receive 



been rejected, One should 



Point understand the meaning of a duaa being answered 



£ 



us that when a Muslim makes duaa for 


anything from Allah, without having cut himself off from his near 
of kin and on condition that he docs not make duaa for 




thing, he definitely receives one out of the following three things: 
He gels the exact thing for which he madeduaa. Secondly* if that is 

either removes from his path some great 


not received. 



calamity in exchange lor that which he desired, or the reward for 


that thing tor which he 




is 



for him in 



Hereafter, Another Hudiih states (hat on the day of Diva am ah 

cai l his servant, and say to him; ‘O my servant, I used to 




command you to ask of Ml: and promised to answer. Did you beg of 

I didr 1 'Then Allah shall reply: 


Me?" The servant. 



answer: 



Vou did not puE forth any request which had not been accepted. 
Yfiy made duaa that a certain calamity should he removed, which l 
did for you in ihe worldly life. You madfi duaa that a certain sorrow 
should he cast ofi you and the effect of that sorrow was not e 
known to you, For that 1 have fixed 


even 



rewa rd - ” 



says 



you such and such a 
* that man shall again be 


reminded of each and every duaa. and he shall he shown how it had 
been fulfilled in she world or what reward had been stored for him 
in the Hereafter. When seeing that, he shall wish that not a single 

a a of his should have been answered on earth, so that he could 
receive the full rewards only in the Hereafter; 



Yes. duaa is indeed very important and to neglect it at any time 
causes us great loss. And even when the outward signs seem to 



our 


aa is 




courage should not be lostr 


own 


Note that Allah \n answering duaas considers first of all our 
good and welfare. Should Allah find that granting that which w* 
beseech trom Him is in our welfare and interest. He grants it. 
Otherwise not. Actually it is Allah s Savour on us that we do not 




what we ask for. 



very 



i 




our lack of 


understanding, we beg for such things which are not beneficial at a 



ttrne. 


men as w 



Once again 1 must draw' your attention to the fact that 
as women, suffer from a disease of cursing their children in their 
anger and sorrows. Be very careful. In the sight of Allah there are 


certain times when whatever duaa is made 


it is immediately 


answered. So here due to our stupidity, the child is cursed and 
when the effect of that same duaa comes over the child and lands 


him info a calamity, the parents go ctying and wailing from side to 







us not to curse 



our 



possessions, or servants. It is just possible that that may 
i'c [1 e curse that is heard at a time when all requests art granted, 
especially irt Rammlh(in r which is- filled " ,: * L ——— * 




such special 


moments. 



should be taken. 


in this month great care 




ihm MiisVhxI 
Imm the heavens 


reports that on every night of Ramadhait 



e 



You 
There 


out; "O you seeker of good, come neat, O 




of evil, tarn away (Iron evil) and open your 





an 



Calls out’ “Is there any seeker of forgiveness 


that he mas be forgiven? is iherc anyone making 





diuifi mav he heard? 


■i » 


Lastly k should he borne in mind that there are certain conditions 
on which duaas are accepted, In the absence of these, duaas m^y be 
often rejected 



these is halaal 



Where haraam is 


consumed duaa is not accepted. Rastihillah SAW. said; “Many a 

troubled one in riistr , lifts up hk hands to the heavens 

.crying' ‘O Allah. O Allah." However the food he eats 

is haraain, what he drinks is haraam. his clothes are of haraam and 
in such cases how can his duaa be accepted?" 




A story is related about a group of people in Kufa whose duaa used 
to be always answered- Whenever A ruler was placed over them| 
they used to make a duaa fora curse upon him which quickly came 
to destroy him. When Hajyapj became ruler there, he invited these 
people, amongst others, to a feast. After having eaten, he said; 

“Mow s' am not afraid of the duaas for a curse upon me for these 

people-because haraam food has entered their stomachs." [At this 
stage let us ponder over how much haraam » being consumed in, 
these times when people arc even trying to make permissible the 
earning of interest money. We find our people go so far as to think 
that bribery and what is obtained from it is permissible, while our 
traders very often w hen trading with people deceive 1 hem.) 




HADITH NO* 7 






Ibn Umar 

His Malaa’ikah send 





n 








COMMENTARY 

How groat is 
m 

ma ny 

rewards mentioned- Alla am a Amy 
gathered so many of these that seventeen 
filled. All ulama are agreed on its being 
of this, great reward because of 
Taraweeh, eat 
What great 
of food 

sehn commences 
author of 


upon us that even the partaking of food 
fn is so grandly rewarded. T 



: arc so 


the virtues of sehri are expounded and 






of his 











is supposed to be 

do (hey lose!! 

Fajr. Some 

half of 




any 


even 


! 



ri red 







actually means pa 

that the 







tMirqual). 1'he 


n 



into sis 




portions stating (hat the Iasi one of them is the time of sehri. So 
that when the nighl (from 
hours, the last rwo hours 

it must also be 




dawn) extends over twelve 
be (he correct lime for sehri. I'hen 

fi 

that to cal at the lutes! possible lime is 

. on condition that 





better and greater in reward 
no doubt remains as to whether sehri. had been eaten 



: or 


after the time of E j 'ajr. The Ah a ad it h are full of the virtues of sehri. 
Rusulullah ?yr said; "The difference between our lasting anti 
that of the Ahul-Khaah (Jews and Christians) lies in partaking of 

food at sehri lime, They do not-” 



S H 


In (his Hudith the use of 



w 



jamua , 



“Eat sehri because in it lies great blessings." In three things there 
are great bless mgs: In jama^ih (company). in eating thareed and in 


is 




we deduce, salaat with jamua'ah and all those righteous 





s 



comes to 



O h arced is a 


delicious type of food* in which dry baked, bread is mixed with 

The (bird thing mentioned in live Hudith is 

sehri. When Rusulullah used to invite any of the companions 




to eat sehfi with him, he used to say: 1 Come and partake of blessed 
food with me/’ One Hatfith says: "Eat sebri and strengthen your 
fast. And sleep in the afternoon (siesta) so as to gain assistance in 
waking up in the latter portion of the night (for ibaadah).” 
Abdullah bln Haarifh ^ reports that one of the sahaaba siad: 
once visited RasutuUah # af such a time while he was busy 
partaking of sefari Rasultillah # then saidr 'This is a thing full 
of blessings which Allah had granted you. Never leave it .” 


H 


1 


Rasu 1 u 11 ah ?£ in urging towards seh ri said: 1 Even though the re 
be no food, then too one date should be eaten or a drink of water 

taken.' 1 Thus, when there definitely lies great blessings and reward 

m sehn. Muslims should endeavour to gain as much as possible. 

How ever, trt all things moderation is important, while going beyond 

the bounds of moderation is harmful Neither sltould so little be 

eaten so that one feels weak throughout the period of fasting nor 

should so much be eaten that discomfort is felt in the digestive 

organs. Many a time we have been prohibited from filling the 
stomach excessively. 

In his commentary on Sahih Bukhari, Ibn Hajar mentioned various 
reasons for the blessedness of sehrir 

a. Because in it the sunrt&h b followed. 

b. Through sehri we oppose the w ays of the Ahlul-Kitaab, which 
we arc at alt times called upon to do. 

c. Provides strength for ibaadah. 

d. Promotes more sincerity in ibaadah, 

e. Aids in elimination of bad temper which normally comes about 
as a result of fasting. 

£ Sehri is a time when duaas are accepted. 

S At she time of sehri one gets the opportunity to remember 
Allah, make ?ikr and lift up the hands to Him in duaa. 

These are a few of the major reasons. There are others as well 



Some Sufis are in doubt as whether the eating of sebri is against the 
object of fasting or not* They maintain that the object of fasting is 
to stay away from food, drink and sexual desires,, therefore sehri is 
against the object of fasting* In my opinion the amount to be eaten 
varies according to the different persons and their activities. For 
example* as for those students who are busy seeking knowledge of 
Deen, little food at sebri m welt as iftaar, will be harmful* For them 
it is better not to have very little* because they seek Deem 
knowledge which is very important (for the preservation and spread 
of Islam). Similar is the ease of those who are busy with £ikr and 
other Deem activities. Other people who have no hard work to do 
should eat little. 


Once RasufuSiah 
"There is no virtue in 




to those proceeding to jihaadz 
while travelling.” That was in the 


month of Ramadhan when some sahaaba were 


fasting. Miasma Sha'rsam 






m 




; "A covenant 

was made with us that we shall not till our stomachs completely 

when eating especially, in the nights of Ramadhan.*' It is better that 
one should eat less in the 


After all what is the use of fasting 
schr and iftaar? The Shaikhs of 
remains hungry in Ramadhan, 
xhartaan throughout the year 




filled, oneself at 











evil ol 




next 



imaam tihazaali in his Ehya 



Deen mentions the 


experiences of some Shaikhs. He makes mention of Safti bin 
AbduJJah. Tastari who used to cat only once every fifteen days, 
while in Ramadhan he ale only one morsel* In order to follow the 
sunnah he used to have a drink of water daily for sehri and iff a ar. 
Shaikh Junaid was a man who always used tv fast throughput the 



to visit 



year. However, when bis noble friends 
occasionally* he used to break hisjkif and eat with them sayirigt 
"The virtue of breaking fast and eating with (such noble) friends is 
not' less than fasting (nail l 


Similarly w* can mention the experiences of numerous saints who 
through little food used to train their inner selves. 



once again, 

bear In mind, that it should not be carried out to such an extent 
that the religious activities and 
result of weakness in the body. 



ate 



as s 


X 



HADJTH NO* 8 


Abu Hurairah relates that Rasutullah 



said 


the ones who/i. 
and many are 


Many are 



ones 



by such fasting except hunger, 
salaat by night attaining 


nothing by it, eiccpt the discomfort of staying awake at night, 


COMMENTARY 


With regard 

different i 
fait during the 

hataam. AH the 

because of the 


ulama 





may 

aar with 
received as a result of 
sin of eating haraa 




Nabs # may have meant those who fasted property 
fasting, kepi themselves 


mentioned three 

| 

to those who 
food which is 

destroyed 

our 




with 




others (see later). Thirdly, the person referred toVt'i&y be 
while fasting, did not stay away from evil and sin. Here all forms 


and slandering 

who 


sms are 




Likewise is the case of him performing sj 


of backbiting or ai 
pass by) his noble 


have stood in salaat all night but because 


other sinful act (e g. al 
:t becomes utt rewarded 


si bat 




HADITH WO- 9 

Abu Ubaidah £V, reports: '"I have heard RasuluJUh saying: 

“Fasting is a protective covering for a man, as long as be does not 
tear that protection." 


COMMENTARY 


("Protective covering" her*-means such a covering whereby a man 
protects himself from his famous encmy““shaytaaii. This is what 
fasting does T In another Hadtih we are told that fas ting*'“saves one 
from punishment in the Hereafter." Once somebody inquired from 
Rasuhillah ^ “What causes the Jest to break?" He repiled: 


“Telling lies and backbiting/ 


This tladiib when read in conjunction with so many others, 
actually tells ns to avoid such deeds. Such deeds cause fasting to be 
wasted In our times we am fond of keeping ourselves busy with 
unnecessary conversations. Some ulama ate of the opinion that lies, 
backbiting, slander etc. actually do cause tfiejrar to be broken just 
like eating and drinking. However the vast majority of ulama 
believe that the fast does not actually break btit becomes null and 
void as far as blessings are concerned. 


The ulama of Islam have mentioned lia things about which can 

should be taken in fasting; 


Firstly, one should keep the eyes away from any place where one 
should not look. They even go so far as to prohibit looking at one’* 
own wife with desire. So how much moire important Is it to avoid 
looking at another woman with desire. Similarly looking at any evil 


place or w 
Kasulullah 






is committed should bo avoided, 
said: "Whosoever out of fear for Allah, prevents 
at evil. Allah shall grant him such faith, the 


sweetness and ecstasy of which he will feel in the heart. 


interpreted the 



avoided include such places and 
from the remembrance of Allah 


hi 


saying that those looks 




w 







he 

the mind 



Second ly, 

conversation 
read that fasting is a 
reason those who fast 

argument etc 



tongue 
, arguments 





lies, 

etc. In 

tor the fasting person, for this 

avoid all 









an i 




+ s 


In other 



„ one should 



t then siy: "l atn 

■1 

Starr an argument and 



when someone else starts it then too one 
person who starts an argument is not an u 

the n on e s hoy Id rent i nd one's 
lime of our Nabi # two women were 



it. 









at: "I am Casting/' During the 

and su 





an 










were on the point of death. 

opr Nabi ^ who sent a bowl comm: 



unbearable and 
this to the notice 



it. 





v 




>d were found in it 
which our Nabi % 



■■■ 


p r 


m 






: "They 

food from Allah, but partook of 





r 



in 




of meal a 





were greatly :>u 
and avoided 







ng other 


From tile above something else 



ng the /a-j/. 



i 




fasting lias no adverse 






clear that by 

more difficult, 



reason hoth women almost died. Similar is the case wiilj 

acts. Experience shows that on 






ones. 



, One should stay away from sm and 



from major sins like backbiting and slander 


in the Qur nun that backbiting is the 





eating of the tlesh of 


one’s brother. We find 

sale from this 



also in the f Judith 





us 




we are very neglectful of this. All are 



guilty of this. Even in the assent biles of the religiously educated 

those who are considered religious, hack biting is rife. The worst of 


all is the fact that we do not even 





mg a. 



One Gl the sahaaba inquired From Rasulutlah “What is 

something 



backbiting? Kasulullah . replied; ‘To 
about votir brother behind bis back which he resents, 11 The sahaabi 
then said: “ And 1$ it still backbiting if that thing mentioned about 

him really is in him?" Our Nabi ripe sa 



: ‘"in that case (if that 

which was mentioned is really true) it is definitely backbiting. And 

if he is noi guilty of it then you have slandered him/' Once our 
Nabi #. passed two graves. He said: "On both these inmates of 
the graves the punishment of the grave has descended. One is being 

punished because of backbiting, the other because of not having 

taken precautions when passing urine/'ftasuhiU&h fjg also said: 
There are more than seventy ranks of evil in (using) interest. The 

form of it is r ‘ like having committed incest with 
your mother. And taking one Dirham of interest is worse 

than having fornicated ihtrty*fivc times. The worst and most evil 

form of taking interest is the slandering of a Muslim. In the Hadith 
we are greatly warned against backbiting and slander, I very much 


14 





wanted to write down here a number 




on 



topic 


because all oar gatherings and conversations are generally filled 
with them (backbiting and slander). However I finally decided not 

so because the topic under discussion here is something 
not actually backbiting. So having just noted down these 




else 

few, 1 once again make duaa 



at 









And 1 beg of my friends and brothers to pray for me too. We are 
full of inner faults. 


B I 



at 








is mi in me- 


Heal me From every illness and grant me my necessity, 


Verily I have a 




is 





are 






i § 




Thirdly, 

the ears. 

It is 

RasuMlah 

Hi 

the one who listens to it are 


mg to the Sufis, what should be 
be kept away from 



is that 



to 



to anything 











Fourthly, the rest of the body should be kept away from sin and 
evil, Neither should hands touch it nor the feet made to 
towards it. With the stomach special care should be taken. 




especially at the time of iftaar, that no such thing enter it, about 
which there is any doubt as to its being hiraam or halaal. When a 
person to$, and at iftaar time breaks fast w ith haraain food, he 
becomes just like a sick person who takes medicine to cute himself 
of the sickness but also adds poison which destroys him. 


Fifthly, after having fasted it is not advisable to fill the stomach 
completely even with haJaai food at iftaar, because then, the object 
of tasting is defeated. Whereas fasting seeks to diminish one's carnal 
desires, much food increases lust and decreases laith For eleven 
months we have been eating and drinking. In Rumudhun this 
should be cut to a minimum. We have a bad habit of filling our 
bellies at iftaar far what was lost, and at sehri in preparation for the 
day, thus increasing our average consumption. Many such things 
are eaten which we normally do not eat at other times. This type of 
eating habit is completely against the spirit of kamadhan and the 

true spirti of fasting, 


Imaam Ghazaali asks the same question; + *When the object of 
fairs ting is to conquer our carnal passions, then how can this 
possibly be done by eating excessively at iftaar and thus defeating 
the object?" Actually in that case we have only altered the limes of 
eating and not really fasted- In fact more than that, by having so 


many various types of delicacies we consume even more than in 

normal times. The result is that instead of lessening the carnal 

desires. these are considerably increased. The real benefit of fasting 

comes as a result of actual hunger in the true spirit. Our 

Nabi s£ said; Shaytaan flows through the body of man like 
blood; so close up the path by remaining hungry,*’ 


Apart from hunger, fasting gives us the chance of appreciating the 
poor and destitute and thus engender sympathetic feelings tow irds 
them. This too is attained by remaining hungry and not by fining 

the stomach with delicious foods at sehri so that one does not feel 
hungry until iftaar. Once a person went lo Bis hr Haafi, He found 

the saint shivering of cold in spite of having warm clothes at his 
side. That person inquired: "Is this a time for taking off clothes?" 
Btshr replied; ’There are numerous poor and needy oihs, ! am 
unable to sympathise with them The most l could do is in be like 
them,' 1 The Sufis plead for the same attitude in fasting and so do 



the Ftiqah&a IJuristsh In Mafaqiut Fataah it is written : “Do not eat 
excessively at sehri as this is a cause to loose the object of fasting/' 

, the reward 



Allaama Tahtaswi writes: "When hunger is really 
for fasting becomes definitely more. Similarly feeling is developed 


lor The poor and hungry ones 


ft 




3§£ himself said: 


i I 









than He dislikes the filling of the stomach. 






host for a man is 


that one third should 
the other third 

fast lor a few days On 



filled 



food, one 









used 



between, I had seen my 



■ ■ ■ 




thin (hand 




at iftaar and sehri during the whole 


month of Ramadhan. When any of his near ones used 
to eal more, he used to reply: "1 am ,not hungry 
sat down to cat because of my friends. 1 ' 






I 



About M au la n a 




Raiptiri, 1 have he&rd that in 



drinking at iftaar 
apart from that 


Rarrjadhati for days on end he used to 
and sehri only a few cups of tea without ml 
nothing else. Once his most trusted follower (and Khalifa) Maul ana. 

Tl 

remarked 

become quite weak, if you do not eat anything" To this Maul ana 
Shah Raiptiri replied: "Pratse be to Allah, ] am experiencing 
something of the ecstasy of Jannah." (May Allah 








to 



those pious ones, A&meen.) 




us 




the 




deed s. 




said: 



and 



The sixth point is that after fasting one should always 
anxiety as to whether one's fiat had been accepted by Allah or 
This should be the case with all ibaadah. One never 
some such important thing may have been left out about which no 
notice was taken. One should fear that Allah may reject one's 





are the reciters 
dan." He also said: "On 


Qur’aaw who are being cursed by the 
the day of Qiyaamah, one of those with whom Allah shall 
first shall be a shaheed (martyr in the way of Allahh Allah shall 




him and remind him of all His favours on him, 



he shall 


admit. He shah be 



l ■ 



have you done by 


expressing gratitude for those favours?** The shaheed shall 
*1 fought in Your way till 1 became a sbaheed." Allah shall 



“Not true. You fought so that you can be called a brave man* And 
so it was said*” Thereafter it shaIt be commanded that he be pulled 
wtlh his face on the ground and cast into Jahannam Thereafter an 

ulim shall be called. He too shall be reminded of Allah's favours 

# * * 

and asked the same question. He shall reply: “G Lord, 1 sought to 
acquire knowledge, taught others and for Your sake recited the 

Qur'aan.'* Allah shall say: “Not tme. You did all that merely so 
that it may be said that you are learned and so it was said." Ther it 

shall be commanded that he too be pulled face on tbe ground d 
cast into Jahanuam. Thereafter a rich man shall be called, H o 

shall be reminded of Allah's favours. He too shall admit them, td 

In reply to Allah's question as to what he did to express us 
gratitude, he shall reply: "1 did not find any worthy cause wherein 1 
did not spend out charitably for Your sake." Allah's reply shall 
come: "Not true. Yon did all that so that it may be said that you are 
very generous- And so it was said." Then it shall be commanded 

that he too be pulled face on the ground and cast into lahannam/ 1 
These six things are compulsory for all righteous ones- As tor the 
exceptionally pious ones a seventh point is added. That is, during 
fasting, the heart should not be turned to anyone else except Allah, 
so much so that during the course of the fast there should be no 
worry as to whether there shaft be something eatable at hand for 
iftaar, Some Shaikhs even consider it a fault to think about food for 
iftaar or that one should endeavour to acquire something. At all 
times one should have complete faith in Allah's promise of being 
responsibfor the granting of rbcq, In the commentary of Ihya 
Ulumid Deeu the author goes so far as to say that should 

something for iftalr arrive from somewhere before the time of 
iftaar. it should be given'to somebody else, for fear that for the rest 
of that day the heart may be distracted from Allah by keeping it. 
This can of course only be carried out by the exceptionally pious 
ones. We cannot even imagine having such faith. Should we trv to 

follow that we may destroy ourselves. 

The Qurmam commands: "Faitixf has bm /mcn&rrf M you." 
The commentators of the Qur\nm say that from this verse it is 
deduct? that fasting k made compulsory for every portion of the 
body. Thus, fasting of the ears means not listening Jo evil. Fisting 
of the ey» means not to }oak at any form of evil and sin. Similarly 
bating of the self means lobe free from all carnal desires, Fastmu 




HA Dim NO* 10 



Abu Harairah ^ 

‘'Whosoever eats on one 

(acceptable in Shari l ahh 
by fast in g the nest of his life,” 



that Rasulullah 




said: 



of Ramadhan without a valid excuse 
never be able to 






COMMENTARY 


The riew of some ulama is that when anybody had without any 



valid excuse Failed to fast any day of Ramadhan, and dishonoured 
it by eating etc., he can never repay (qstdhaa) the same, 
fasting for the nest of his life cannot compensate For one day- 
Alt £V- held the same view. However the vast majority of ulama 
maintain that where one never fasted one day of Ramadhan, then 
one fast will suffice as compensation. On the other hand, when a 
person had started lo/ast in Ramadhan and then broken it during 
the da^ without any valid excuse, according to the Shari'ah, he 
shall have to fast fqr two months on end without a break in 



between. No matter what happens, still the true virtue and 

blessings will never be attained as in Ramadhan. This is the 
rheaning of the above Madith be, that where a day of Rumadhan 
had been lost without excuse no number of fasts by way of 
compensation wslE bring back the true blessings of a day in 

Ramandhtm. 


This all is for those who keep the qad h aa fast. How unfortunate 
and misguided are those who dopy the/asr and do not observe it at 
all? Fasting is otic of the fundamental pillars of Islam, 
Rasutullah has mentioned .five principles of Islam. First and 

foremost is the oneness of Allah and thereafter the four famous 
pillars; Namaaz. Fast, Zakaat and Haj, 


How many Muslims do we find who are counted amongst the 
Muslims, yet do not uphold even one of these five. In official papers 
and the census they will be recorded as Muslims, whereas in Allah's 


sight they cannot be counted as such* Ibn Abbas relates a 
Nadith stating: ’"Islam is cased ort three principles — a. Faith, b. 
Salaat, c* Fasting. Whoever fails to uphold any one of these is a 
disbeliever." As regards to the latter portion of this Hadith. the 
the uiama have said that they only become disbelievers when 
together with failing to uphold any principle, they also deny its 
necessity: or its being a principle. No matter what interpretation is 
given, the fact remains that KasuluElah most vehemently 

spoke out against such people. Hence those who fail to keep up the 
faraa’id of the Deett should indeed fear Allah’s wrath greatly. 


Death will surely bring them face to face with Allah, there none 
can escape* Only obedience to His commands can save us. There 
are those who do not fast. So much worse is the case of those who 


not only refuse to fast, but speak such words whereby they scoff 
and jeer at the month of fasting in a sarcastic manner. This is 
something dangerous, bringing one to the brim of kufr. You may 
have heard them say: "Fasting is for those who have no food in 
their homes, — not for me." Or "What does Allah gain by having 
us suffer hunger?" Such words should never be uttered- It should 
be re mem be red that to scoff and jeer at or poke fun at any smallest 
part of our Deen becomes the cause of kufr (apostasy). Should any 



person perform not a single salaat in his life, nor fust one single day 
or fail to perform any fardh obligations in Islam, he does not 


become a kaa%* when he does not deny their being necessary. 
Whatever fardh obligation has been performed, is rewarded and 
whatever fsrdh not performed, shall be punished. But to scoff and 


jeer at any 


part of the Deen i$ kufr (apostasy)* as a result of 


which all good actions become mill and void. From this it can be 


seen how dangerous this affair is. 


Anyone failing to fast in Ramudhan without any valid excuse 
becomes a faasiq, The Fuqaha (jurists) have gone so far as to state 
that anyone eating publicly in Ramadhan without excuse should be 
put to death. It is unfortunate that we have no Islamic government 
to enforce this law and thus put an end to such actions. Nothing 
however, stops us from expressing dislike, resentment and hatted 
against such evil actions. That is the least to which our Imun 
should drive us. 


Havingcome so far, l consider these ten Ahaadith sufficient in this 
first chapter for those who wish to follow sincerely. As for those, 
who have no intention to mould their Ramudhan accordingly, no 
amount of writing will be useful. May Allah grant me and all 
Muslims the strength to do righteous deeds as we all have our 
faults. May Allah help all the Muslims towards the path of 
righteousness and guide them alight. Aameen. 



CHAPTER TWO 


LAYLATUL QADR. 

Amongst the nights of Ramadhtm there is one called 'Layiatut 

tU 

Qadr a night that is noted for its great blessings. The Qur-oart 
Karim describes it as being greater in blessedness and spiritual 

virtue than a thousand months, which in turn means that it is 
greater than eighty three years and four months. 

Indeed the granting of this night to the faithful Muslim is a great 
favour. Fortunate indeed is that person who attains the full 
blessings of this night by spending it in the iba&dah of Allah, 
because he has then attained reward for the ibaadah of eighty three 
years four months and evert more. 


Ti 



ORIGIN 


Regarding this night, in a Hadiih reported by Anas in Ourre 
Manthur RasululSah Jjjjk is reported to have said: Laybrul 
Qadr was granted to this ummah (of mine) and not to any other 
un|mah before this / 1 But as regards the reason for the granting of 
Laylatul Qadr. various reasons ate mentioned, One reason 
according tq some Ahaatiith is given thus: Rasululiah J(p used 


to look at the longer lives of the 



of yore and when 


pondering over the much shorter, lives of his itmmah, he became 
greatly saddened, if his iintmah then wished to compete with the 
people before them in the doing of righteous deeds, it would mean 
that because of their shorter thes it would be impossible for them 



to either emulate or surpass 







, For this reason Allah in His 
this night of great 


means; that if any fortunate one of this ummah spends 

his Maker, he 






life time ten such nights in the 

the reward for ibaadah of eight hundred and 
years and even more. Another report states 
once related to the sahaaba the story of a most 

the Bant isra’il who used to spend one thousand 
On hearing this, the 







mail 






not 



the 



them ihis Night of Power 




report states 




it so 






i# once 




four most pious 




not sinning in 




names of the 
Isra'il, who each 

service, worshipping Him and 




least. They were Nabi Ayyub alaybis 





Zakariyya alayhis salaam, Eitkcel alayhis salaam, Yu-shaa 
salaam. The 
emulate their 
recited Surah 
revealed, 





this with envious hearts hoping to 
, Then libra'if a I ay his salaam appeared and 

the blessings of (his night was 



Apart from these reports, there arc others too. explaining the origin 
of the Night of Power. But no matter which of them we accept, the 
moss important fact that remains is that Allah has granted us this 

night. Now, as to which night it is. here again approximately fifty 
different times are mentioned. It is not easy for me to enumerate 
them all. But she most accepted versions, as well as further 

shall follow in the ensuing pages of this 

■ pr 

book, Because the Qur'aan Majid itself mentions the night, we 
shall commence with a short commentary on Surah Qadr, (The 
translations are from A. Yusuf AlU 


discussions on this night 




Tablet) to the heavens (above the earth). The mere fact that the 

Qur'aan was revealed on this night wofrld have been sufficient 

reason to explain its greatness. But apart from this fact it is also 

noted for many other things. In the very neat verse by way of 

drawing and increasing our interest in the matter under discussion, 
a question 15 asked; 



‘'And w ha i will exp Jam to you what the Night of Power is?" 


In other words, the question asked here is; Have you any 
knowledge as to the greatness and the great importance of this 
night? Have you any knowledge as to the great favours and 
bounties that are placed in it? The nest verse proceeds to 
enumerate some of that greatness: 



’The Night of Power is better tkutt a thousand months/' 


h that the reward for spending this 
ibaadah is better and more than having, spent one thousand 
months in ibaadah, it is in fact more but as to how much more 
rewarding it is, we are not told here. 

■ ^ f 'y 0 ? 

' Therein come down the Angels and the Spirit by Allah's 
permission on every errand ." 




The true meaning here 


A fine explanation is given tor this verse by fmsam Ra&zi, 
Commenting on this verse he explains that when man r First 
appeared on earth, created by Allah as His vicegerent on earth, the 
Maka'Ufth looked on him with scorn. When Allah informed them 
of His intention of placing man on earth, they even ventured to ask: 
"Will You place in this earth one who shall commit evil therein and 
shed blood?” 



Similarly* when his parents noted hte original form as a mere drop 


of mani 




too looked upon 




scorn and 



, so much so, that the$ considered it as something which 

■ T 

clothing and had to be washed away. But later, when 
Allah made that same despicable sperm into a fine form of man. 




began to love and 


progressed that 


who had 


towards him. 









now 




of Power we see that same mar 


worshipping Allah and adoring Him, those very same Maiaa’ikah 



looked down on 




scorn, descend 


repentant for the thoughts they had once 



him. 


In this verse mention is made ,. , *'and the Spirit 


!1 


Reference is 


clearly to Jibra'il alayhis salaam. Commentators of the Qur'aan 
have given various versions of the meaning of this word. Le! us look 

at some 




a. The vast majority of commentators are agreed that Jibra’il 

salaam is meant here, and according to Em asm Raazi, 
this is the most correct meaning. Allah first makes mention of 

and then because of Jibrall atayhis salaam^ 


o 


i 





status among them, special mention is made of him. 






view that 'Spirit - here means one 


such Angel of such extraordinary 


proportion 


before him heavens and earth appear 

opine 





c, A not her group 

one such group of 





irit 



means 



who never appear and only on 


this dghl they are seen by other Malaa' 

d, Some com men 










one such creation of Allah, which though partakes of food and 
drink, still is neither man nor angel. 


e. There is also a view that 



here refers to 




sab am who on this night comes down to view the righteous 



deeds of this ummah 
The last view we 
Albh's special Mercy 

, But as 




to mention here is that Spirit* means 

comes in the wake of the angels 

stated, the first opinion is the most 










In this respect Imaatn Bayhaqi reports a 

wherein Rasul uilah ' is reported to have said^ 

Qadr Jibrn'il comes down with a group of angek and make dusa 
for mercy for every one 




in ibaadah. 


PP *, . 


This same verse under 



on every errand . . 
this time ages ago 
ago the creatiou oF Aadam 
front which he was 


The author of 











"s permission 
Haq writes that at 


were creatod; urt this nighi long 



a m was 



it a? the matter 


had boon 








a 




of 


Ahaadith bear witness to the fact that on this night duaas are 


answered. 


according to a 




■ 

in 



Jdtaab. Durre Manthur. that 


it was on this night that Eesa alaybis salaam 
into the heavens and also it was on this night 

that the towbah (repentance) of Bani [sra II was accepted 







' Pea ce be until the break 0/ dawn ." 


■ 

Ves. this night is the 
hours the Malaa 


embodiment of 








the faithful 

adoring their Lord. As one ascends another group descends with 
the same greetings. And jo it carries om It is a ni 
safety from evil right until the break of day. 





And now having noted a few virtues of this night aa cap iatned in the 
Word of Aitah, we now tom to the Hadish to read more about the 


same. 




HADITH NO. 1 


Abu Hutaitah reports that Rasul ullah 1# said: "Whoever 
Stands in prayer and ibaadah on the night of Power with sincere 
faith and with sincere hope of gaining reward, his previous sins are 

forgiven." 


COMMENTARY 


In the above Hadiih Vending 1 refers to sat&at as well as any other 
form of ibaadah, as for example rikr, tilaawah etc. The phrase 

s -» . , with sincere hope of gaining reward 1 , according to Khattabi 
means that one should have complete faith in the promise that 

deeds shall be rewarded and thus stand before Allah in utmost 


humility and sincerity. Neither should one have an idea that this 
form of ibaadah is a burden, nor should there be any doubt as to 
whether reward shall be granted, After all it is a known fact that 

when one aims at a high goal and desires to have a great reward, 
while at the same lime having complete certainty of receiving it, the 
burden of striving hard along an arduous path to attain that goal 
becomes easy. Similarly the burden of standing for long hours 
becomes easy. This is the reason why those who had become 
spiritually elevated in Allah’s sight find it easy to remain in 
ibaadah almost at all times. 


ft will be noted that the Hadith speaks about,previous sins being 

forgiven. The ulama have said that this forgiveness as mentioned in 
the Had ith above and others, tefers only to minor sins, as major 
sins can only he forgiven after sincere repentance, with the vow and 
promise never to return to such sins again in future. 


The Hadtth however says nothing about major of minor sins. It 
merely states that sins are forgiven. Nenee, it may be as iced when 
Rssulu II ah meant ‘minor' sins, why did be leave us under a 

wrong impression by merely speaking about ‘sins'? My late father 
{May Allah bless him and grant light in his resting place) used to 
say that for two reasons the word ‘minor' has been omitted here. 



Firstly, he says, a true Muslim is one on whom no major sins 
rest because whenever a major sin has been committed, he will 
never rest or find peace until he has sincerely repented to bis Lord* 
begged lor forgiveness and promised not to do the same in future. 


Secondly, my late father used to say, when such great and 



days and nights come along, when a true 

ng to 




before his 




Lord in prayer 
that he in his conscience should 




reward, it is a 




greatly grieved for his previous 
sins, This grief over sins and the resolution not to return to such 
deeds are the most important requirements oftowbah. This means 
that on such days and nights repentance of major sins is 
(leaving only minor sins to be forgiven}. It is best 

a night like Layfatut Qadr comes along, one should 
repent with a heart full of sincere longing for 

AJJah in His Infinite Morey may forgive all forms of sins, 

■ ■ 

you do remember me too iti your duaas. 
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Anas ^ reports: ‘ Once when Ramadhun commenced„ the 
Messenger pf Allah said; r A month has verily dawned over you 
wherein lies a night .better than one thousand months. Whoever is 

deprived of its blessings has indeed been deprived of dal most) all 

good. And none is deprived of its good eipejit him who is 
completely tin fort un ate. ,+ 

COMMENTARY 


Who can have any doubt as to the misfortune of him who is either 
deprived or deprives himself of the great good of l ay to t ul Qmlr? 

Who can doubt the misfortune of him who misses all the bestowed 

favours? Indeed there are so many of us. There are those who 

during the course of their services and duties of employment have 
to stay awake throughout the year by night How difficult can ft be 
tor people like these should they, for the sake of gaining the reward 
of over eighty years ibaadab, stay awake for one month in the way 
of Allah''-3 service? For them the task should not be too difficult, 
but, because of lack of interest, there is no urge in the heart, if that 
was present, then not one night, but a thousand nights in 
worshipping Allah would become exceedingly easy. 

It is that urge and desire that we must create. Look at our Holy 
Prophet $k ; he had been promised time and again that he had 
nothing to fear in the Hereafter and had time and again been giver: 
good news as to his high position. Yet night after nig hi he was seen 
in ibaadah, so much so that his feet became swollen. Among the 

ii>ns Islam there are so many of his saintly followers, who follow 
his example. They were human beings like us and none can thus 

sa > that k impossible for us to have that same desire for ibaadah. 
1-eL us look at the example ot the following illustrious sons of Islam, 


One such man was Umar 



who, having performed his Eshaa 


salaat used to return home then remain in salaal throughout the 

rnght until the aiaan was heard for Fajr. Then there is the example 

of the pious Khalifa Uthman ^ who. after fasting the whole day 

(almost throughout the year) used to spend the whole night In 

*alaat, apart from having little sleep during part of the first third of 

the early night. It is well known about him that he used to recite the 

whole Qur uun during one rak'ah at a time In the fhp Ulumid 

Deen by imaam Ghazaali Abti Tailib Matcki mentions about forty 

men from among the ta a hi een, who used to perform Fajr salaat 

with the same wudhu with which they had performed their Eshaa 
salaat. 


Shaddad ^3* wai *>f the sahaaba who used to lie awake 

throughout the night turning from side to ride until Fajr. Then he 






feat for the fire of Jabannam h^s- driven 

bin Yaj.eed RA. apart from 

and Eshaa, irecd to remain in 


used tQ say- 'O 

away sleep 
sleeping a 

ibaad&h in Ramadhart throughout the night. Now lef m look at a 
man like Saetsd ibn Musayyib. It is said that for Rfly years he used 
to perform Fshaa and Fajr with the same wudhu, r 




is 



example of Sila bin Ashyam who after spending u whole night in 
Allah's worship, used to say at the break of day: l O Allah. I am not 
fit to beg of You Jannah but all J beseech from You now is that You 
save me 












Qataada was a man who used to finish the recitation of the 
Qur'aait 

nights he used to complete the whole Quraatt every 
linaam Abu Hanifa RA, it Is well known that for forty years he 









performed Bsfaaa. and the next 

wudho. 

obtained the strength for 
special duaa which 1 made to Allah in the name of the 




salaat with the same 
of him as to where he had 

replied: 'It is in answer to a 





of His Special Names, 
about which he said: 'In the 
other words, even in 
sunnah). This same Imaam Abu Hanila 
used to cry so much 


a 



In the afternoons 


we are advised to do that.' (In 




sleep 




used to follow the 
reciting the Qur’an in 





Once he wept the 

verse time and again 


neighbours used to feel pity 
night crying while reciting the 



him. 



‘'Nay the Hour (of Judgement} is the time 

their recompense} and that hour will be most 

B 

Ibrahim bin Ad'ham went so far as not to 

Imaam 



them (for 



■ J 





neither by night nor 
Qur'ttuti about sixty 
Ramadhan. And apart 





ec RA. used to recite the 

the days 







who used to art 



on 




of the 


verse: 


t* 





1 have onty created jinn and human that 

These are examples of those who had gone before. But today too 
there are many who* with the same 

according to 







own times turn night Into day in the service of 







in their saintly 




the 


The Messenger of Allah said: "Adah says: O son of Aadam, spend 
your lime in My service and l shall enrich you with independence 
and freedom from want, a tad I shall remove poverty from you. 
Otherwise 1 shah Till you with obligations and duties while your 
poverty and needs shaft not disappear/ 








KADITH NO. 3 


Anas dS* reports that the Messenger of Allah said: L On the Nighl 

of Power Jibra'il descends to the earth with a group of angels, 
reciting salaam and praying for (he blessings on every servant of 


Allah they see 



in 



or sitting 




Allah’s praises. Then on the day of Eid; Allah boasts about thorn to 
the angels: 'O My angels, what is the reward of that employee who 
had completed bis service?" They reply; s O our Lord, his reward 


should he given to him in full.’ To this Allah replies! l Q My angels, 
verily My servants, the males among them as well as the females 
have performed the obligatory duty upon them, thereafter they set 
forth to the Eidgash raising their voices in prayer to Me, l swear by 
My Honour, by My Greatness, by My Grace, by My High Position 
of Greatness, that I shall surely answer the prayer of those people?" 


Thereafter Allah says 
forgiven your sins and have 






ones. 


P '!* 


; "Go forth, I have 
your evil deeds with righteous 


Those people tnen return from the Eidgaah in such a manner that 
their sins are forgiven," 


COMMENTARY 

In this Hadith it is 


libra il AS 








by Abdul Gaadir Jilaatii 




. it is reported that Jibra'il AS.* after his 
descent commands the angels to proceed to the house of everyone 
busy with ibuadah, and to shake his hand. Thereupon the angels 
spread forth visiting every house whether large or small, whether in 
: jungle or on a ship wherein a believing worshipper resides to 
shake his hand. However certain houses are not entered, The house 
wherein a dog is found. J he house wherein one is found in impurity 

(janaabah), as a result of adultery or fornication, and the house 

pictures of men 







am 

are. displayed. 

unfortunate indeed, (hat some homes should be deprived of these 
blessitigs. How unfortunate that many Muslim's houses should not 
have the angels entering simply because there are pictures of men 

and animals beiug displayed, solely for the sake of adding what 
spears to be bit of adornment. Only one picture may have been 
hung by some member of the household as a result of which the 
complete dwelling is deprived of blessings. 
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Thereafter Allah says 
forgiven your sins and have 






ones. 


P '!* 


; "Go forth, I have 
your evil deeds with righteous 


Those people tnen return from the Eidgaah in such a manner that 
their sins are forgiven," 


COMMENTARY 
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am 

are. displayed. 
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have the angels entering simply because there are pictures of men 

and animals beiug displayed, solely for the sake of adding what 
spears to be bit of adornment. Only one picture may have been 
hung by some member of the household as a result of which the 
complete dwelling is deprived of blessings. 




HADITH NO. 4 


AaHsha radhiyallahu anha reports that Rasuttillah # said: 

"Seek Layiatul Qadr among the evenly numbered nights of the last 
(era days of the month of Ramadhan ." 


COMMENTARY 


We come to the question: “When is lay tat til Qadr?” The above 
Hadith commands us to seek h among the last ten nights of 
Ramadhan. According to the vast majority of the authorities* that 
the last ten nights commence on the 21st night. Such is the case 
that whether the months of Ramadhan consists of 29 days or 30, 

one should seek laytatut Qadr on the 2lst, 23rd + 25th t 27th or 29th 

night* 


Ibn Hazm has a different opinion, saying, that the word *Ashra f as 
ased ssi the Hadith means ten. As such the above calculation will 
only be correct in cases where the month of JtamatfAan consist of 
thirty days. However, when there are only twenty nine days in the 
month Us often happens), the last ten days will commence with the 
19th day and the night being the 20th night According to this 

calculation it will mean that the unevenly numbered nights will be 
the 20th. 22rtd, 24(h t 36th, 28th and the 30th nights, 

With due respect to a greatly learned aalim tike Ibn Hazm* the 
majority of ulama do not agree with him, the reason being that 
i'likaaf is sunnab during (he last ten days of Ramadhan. When in 
search of Layiatul Qadr Rasuhillah went into i'likaaf, he 

entered the masjiri to commence his seclusion there on the 21st 
right of Ramadhan. 


ADVICE 

The best advice one can give here is that one should spend each and 
every night from the 20th onwards in ibaadah, so that One may be 
sure of having acquired the blessings of Ramadhan. Ten or eleven 
nights is definitely not so difficult if one looks at the great reward 
that is granted. 




HAD1TH NO* 5 



UbaadaVi bin Saamit said; ’Once RasululJah came out 

to ircform us of the (true dale) of Laylatul Qadr. tiJn fortunately at 

that time) an argument took place between ( wo Muslims, 

whereupon he said: “1 came out in order to inform you as to when 

l.aylatul Qudr was r hut because two people argued Ithe filing of the 
correct date) was taken away; Perhaps that is better for you. So 

seek it among the ninth, sevenih and fifth nights," 



COMMENTARY 



tO HI 


Thrce i m porta n t poiti ts 
is mention of such an argument as a 
of the actual night of Layla tul Qadr was 




a 



s the cause of loss of 


to us. Arguments are 







inquired of the companions] “Shall S inform you of sorhe such 
action that is better than 



companions replied: - Certaitdy T , 





and gosxl relations 
verily arguments among yourselves dcslom 




lor 


1 1 


This is indeed an illness among us. Even those among us who 
appear exceptionally religious a no busy with ziki are victims of 
these arguments and strife. In the first chapter of this book we read 
how the Messenger of Allah said that in insult a Muslim is indeed a 
grave crime and among the worst of deeds. We often go to such an 


extent that 



we cross w 




not even lake care, of a 



, or to 



s, we do 



In such cases no notice seems to he taken of the 




and His Messenger. 

a m on# yourselves, orherwise • 



5>f 


Holy Qur aurt says: "And argue not 

your strength 





It is now the duty 1 of those who always seek to injure and destroy the 

honour and dignity of others to sit back and think how much harm 

they have done to themselves. They should think how much they 

have, through t hesc despicable deeds, become despicable in Allah's 

sight and in the sight of those around them, Rasulullah %k 

on every 

brought before Allah. Then through His Mercy (as a result of 
certain deeds) forgiveness is granted, except to 
However, regarding those two people, between whom an 
had taken place, friendship having been cut off, it shall be said: 
"Leave their affair aside until such time that tftev 




■ and Thursday the actions of servants are 






reeonci! 




states 



W 



every Monday and Thursday. 


actions are produced before Allah 

is accepted of those who 




repent and forgiveness is granted to those who seek pardon. As for 
those who had arguments, they ate left as they are. 


The Nadiih further teaches us that on the night ot the Mth of 
Sha’baam the Mercy of Allah is directed at all Allah’s creation and 
forgiveness is freely granted except for two persons: One, a kaafir 
(disbeliever), and the one who harbours bad thoughts against 
others. In another Hadiih it is stated: "There are three people 
whose salaat do not ascend one hair’s breadth above their heads.” 
Mentioned among these are those who trgue among themselves. 


In the above few paragraphs I have digressed from the point under 
discussion. It was not my intention to mention all these Ahaadhb 
on arguments, I merely did it to bring to our notice this great evil 
which we greatly under ■estimate, so much so that even those whom 
we consider to be noble and righteous are guilty of it. 


On the other hand, be informed that this fighting, use of harsh 
words and cutting oneself off from one another, is only a crime and 
evil in Islam, when done out of worldly enmity and hatred over 
worldly things and worldly causes. When we break oft relations 
with someone because of his ev il deeds or because of some religious 
matter (wherein he is in the wrong and btamcable), it is permitted* 
Ibn Umar £)* once quoted a saying of Rasulullah to which 
his son said something, which outwardly appeared as if he objected 
to it. The result was that Ibn Umar never again spoke to that 
son as long as he lived. 


Often we too cut off relations with people and claim that it is for 
the sake of Deen. Allah is Al!-Knowing T All-Wise and He alone 
knows the true state of affairs. He knows which relations are 
broken oft because of Deen and which because of our honour, 
pride and dignity, which had become damaged. 

The second point to which the Hadith under discussion draws 
attention is the fact that man should be satisfied and accept Allah's 
ruling in all matters. For example, even though it seems that the 
loss of the knowledge as to when Layhtui Qadr actually falls, is a 
great loss oi blessing, it has to be accepted because it is from 



Allah's side. It is because of this that Rasislullab said: ‘"It is 

better for as that wav.” One should ponder over this. Allah ss at all 
times Merciful to His servants. 

Even when someone becomes overtaken by a great calamity 

because of his own evil deeds, he needs only appeal to His Creator, 
admit his own weakness, and that same calamity becomes the 
cause for greater good. 


Our ulama have mentioned quite a few advantages in not knowing 

the proper time for Layhtul Qadr, Firstly, had we known the actual 
lime for this blessed night, there would have been so many who 
would not have served Allah at all during the year or on other 

nights. They would only wait for the prescribed night in which to 
perform their ibaadah. As things ate now, one has to stay awake 
and be in (ibaadah) for quite a number of nights hoping that each 
night is perhaps the night. This means more nights in Allah's 
service and reward for the same* 


Secondly, there are among us those who just do not seem to be able 
to avoid evil How extremely dangerous and unfortunate for them 
would it be, when in spite of knowing that such-andl-ttlctl a night is 
Laylatut Qadr and then still spend it in sin and evil? Once 
Rasulullah , on entering the masjid* saw one of the 
sleeping on one side. He said to Ali : "Wake him up so that he 



cats make wudhu," This Ali £V- did and then addressed the 
Prophet 33jgr thus: "Q Messenger of Allah, you are always first to 
hurry towards any good deed.. Why did you not wake him up 
yourselfT' To this the Holy Prophet 'ty? replied: “I fear on his 
behalf that this man may refuse and refusal to my command is 
kufr. If he refused your command it would not be kufr (dtsbeliefl" 
"inularly Allah In His Mercy does not approve that in spite of 
knowing which night is the real one, one should still spend it in sin 

and evil. 


Thirdly, there are amongst us nowadays some who find it 
impossible to spend one, two or three nights, in lbaadah, while we 
do not know which is the Night of Power, Now say for arguments 
sake, we did not know and in spite of that, for one reason or 



another, within or outside our control, wc allowed that night to go 
by without ibaadah, il is an almost certain Fact that thereafter, for 
the rest of Ramadhan, no other night would have been spent in 
ibaadah. 

Fourthly, every night spent in ibaadah in search of Layla: ut Qadr is 
a night for which separate reward is granted. 

Fifthly, we h ave read that Allah boasts with Hts angels about those 
believers who exert themselves in ibaadah during Ram&dhm. Now 
when they spend more nights in Allah’s worship, metre such 
chances of boasting arise. 

In spite of not knowing when the real night ofLaylatul Qadr is and 
although they have only a vague idea about its fixed time, still they 
exert themselves to the utmost in Allah's sen'ice night after night. 
Such then is their exertion when it is not known, so how much more 
will they exert themselves when it is known to them? 

There are sure to be other advantages. It is common knowledge 
that Allah often keeps certain things secret to Himself, as for 
example, the 'ismtil Aazam' (the great Name of Allah, whereby, if 
we call upon Him, He answers). Similar is the case of that special 
moment on the day of Jumti’&a when prayers are answered. This 
time too is not known with complete certainty. 

The third point to which attention is drawn is the fact that Layhlul 

QoJrshould be sought among the 9th, 7th and 5th. By reading this 

in conjunct ion with the other Ahaadtih, we come to know that this 

refers to the last ten nights of Ramadkan , So which nights are 

these? If we start from the 20th, counting up, then these three 

nights art the 25th, 27th and 29th. If, on the other hand, we start 

counting from the 29th down, where Rama dhoti has 29 days, these 
nights art the 21st, 23rd and 25th 

From the above one can set how much difficulty there it about the 
soiree! date. Among the learned ulama there are approximately 
fifty different opinions. Because of this, some ulama have said that 
Uylatul Qadr does not fail on one and the same night every year. 



in this jest it fell on one night then the following year it fell on 


another night. There arc times when the Holy Prophet 


# 


commanded the companions to search among a number of nights, 
whereas at other times again he used to fis a certain night, 

Abu Huraira £5* reports that once during a conversation with 

mention was made of Laylatul Qadr .; 



' ‘The 




asked: “What is the date today?'* They replied: 
of Ramadhiin, The Holy Prophet #£ said: **Search 


in the night following this day. 


•fel 


Abu Zarr 




that he inquired of the Holy Prophet 

only granted for the time of the 




> 



, or whether it 



to 


Ll. 



r 



41 


h 





I d 


In w 





duration of R 

a m 

come after him. RasululEah 
Qiyaamah." 1 
it come?' " The 

and tn the last ten days/' Thereafter the 

■ am 

became busy with other work, I waited, and finding another chance 





does 

Search for it in the first ten 







of¬ 



ten dots Layla tut Qadr 




: so angry 



me as 


inquired; “In 

come?" Upon this RasuluLlah 
he had never been before, and said; "If it had been Allah’s object 
to make it known, would He not have informed? Search for it 
among the last seven nights, and ask no more 



aga in 




IS 



to 







Laylatul Qadr was on the 23rd ni 




!bn Abbas $33* related: 
in my dream; 'Rise up. This is 
proceeded in haste to Rasulull&h 


salaat. That was the 23rd night." 


the 24th is 



hi 


Whoever remains all the 


Lay tat uf Qadr. 


ft 


tin 



once, someone 



to me 




him in 


again 



s of the year in ibaadah can find 

the blessed ni 

to come in 







throughout the year and does 
Ramadhan only 3 When this was 
he said: "Yes, people stay awake only on this 
contented." Thereafter he swore by Allah that Laylatul Qadr 






comes on the 2?th- This is also the view 

as well as taabi'een, What Ibn 



bv numerous sahaaba 







actually meant was that, that person who remains in ibaadah all 
the nights of the year will certainly feel when Laylafttt Qadr is. 


Among the Imaams, the well known 

RA. 



of 






is 


another view 




moves 



is that it 




while 


month 




Rantadhan. His famous student- 

aisd Imaam Abu Yousuf, however, were of the opinion that the 
night is fixed on one specific night which is unknown, during 
Holy month. While the Shaafi'ee's belieye that it comes round 
about the 21st. Imaaru Ahmed RA, and Imaam Maatik RA. hold 
the view that it comes only among the last ten nights of Ramudhtut, 
alternating from year to year and is not fixed. But as for the vast 


majority of the utama their most 
Qadr coming annually or the 



hope lies in Laylatu 



Ibn Arabs says; “In.my opinion the view of those who believe that 
Layiatui Qadr comes or various nights throughout the year, is most 
correct because twice have 1 seen it in Shabaan—once on the 15th 

and once on the 19th; and twice have I seen it in (he middle ten 
nights of Rumadhan —the 13-th. and the 18th- A fid I have seen it on 
every night of the last ten. For this reason 1 am certain that it 
alternates on all nights throughout the year but comes mostly in 




of Delhi believed that Layiatui Qadr comes twice 
rvery yean la) One Layiatui Qadr is that one on which Allah's 

commands are revealed (to the an 






. This is also the night on 
r oan was sent down from the Al Lowhul 



Mahfui to the heavens. This night docs not 
alone but alternates and can come on every other 



However the night on which the 



Qu r'aa n 


year. 


in 


(b) The second Layiatui Qadr is the one of tremendous 


spiritual value, when 




iff 



numbers, while 


shaytaans arc 



back and when prayers are answered. This 


comes only tn Ramadhan during the 'uneven 1 nights of the last icn 
days, (This view of Shah Waliyullah used to be most acceptable to 


my 



J 



Anyway, whether there are l v*q Laytarul Qudrs or whether there is 
only one. she fact still remains dial one has to search for it. If not 



the war,. 



m 


Rarnudlutn, If that should prove 


difficult. Then during the last ten days. When that too seems a hit 
too much to be expected, then only the isdd numbered nights of the 
last ten days. When one had wasted these too. then by no means 
should the 27th he allowed to £0 by. Thus, even though that may 
not he the much searched-for night, then at ie&st 

ibaadah is received. 






The salaat of Maghrib and Eshaa thr 



the year 




be performed without jamaa 
reward for 



¥ 



if it is 



IS so 





is a 



Qadr the 
of Allah that 


when one endeavours for religious aims and cannot make a success, 
he is still rewarded for the effort. And inspite of this, how few 
courageous one's are there who do not leave a.stone unturned in 
their services for Peen? On the contrary; in worldly affairs when 
one does not break even, his efforts arc also written off as a 

Then too in this latier case n 

efforts and wealth in 
purpose, and do not hold any reward or 
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HADITH NO. 6 
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Ubaadah bin Saamit *^3* reports that he asked the Holy Prophet 


& 


about Laytatut Qadr. He replied- “ J ft is in Ramadhon during 


the last ten days, on the unevenly numbered nights, either the 21si, 
23rd n 25th > 27th, 29lh or the last night of Ramadkart. Whoesoever 

■ r ■ ■ 

stands in ibaadah on this night ■A.i.th sincere Faith and with genuine 
hopes of gaining reward: his previous sins will be forgiven. Among 


the signs of this night is that it is a serene, quite shining m 



, not 


hot, nor cold {as if through the amount of spiritual light) the moon 
remains dear, without any rays: until the break of dawn. No stars 

are hit at the shay sateen on (hat night. Another sign is that at morn 


the sun rises without any radiant 



of light, appearing rather 


like the moon in it’s fullness. On that day Allah prohibits the 


shayaatocn from rising up w 




suti 


.-. 


COMMENTARY 


Part of w hat has been mentioned in this Hadith has already been 
dealt with. Some signs are mentioned about the actual night. These 
signs are dear and need no further elucidation. Apart From these 
signs, however, there are other signs too, as found in the Hadkk 
and in the experiences of those who had the fortune to experience 1 
Laylatul Qadr. The sign that is, however, most common in the 
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HAD1TH NO, 7 

Aa'isha radhiyal’lahu anha reports; “I said: '0 Messenger of 
Allah, when 1 find myself in L aylatui Qadr , what shall 1 say?' The 
Prophet repl led; A Say: O A Hah, Thou art the One who grants 

pardon for sins. Thou lowest to pardon, so pardon me, MJ 


COMMENTARY 

This is indeed such an ai! inclusive prayer, wherein one begs that 
Allah in His Infinite Grace should forgive sins. If that has been 
attained, the path cothe Hereafter is secure. Hence what else would 
one require? Intaam Sufyaan Thowry used to say that to keep 
oneself busy on this night with duaa is better than any other forms 
of sbaadah. ibn Rajab says that one should not only remain busy 
with duaa, but should take part in all other forms of ibaadah as 

well, e g, recitation of the Holy Qur'nan, salaat, duaa P etc. This 
latter opinion is most correct and more nearer to what 
Rasul u llah ^r had said as- already mentioned in previous 
Ahaad Lt h. 



CHAPTER THREE 


ITIKAAF (Seclusion in the masjld) 


The meaning of i'iikaaf is to seclude oneself in the masjrd with the 
express niyyah (in tent ion > of itikaaf According to the Hanafi 
school of thought this may be of three different types. 

a, Waajib i’tikaaf (Obligatory i'iikaaf} 

/ tikaaf becomes compulsory when a person makes it obliga¬ 
tory upon himself. An example of this is that when a person 
makes a vow to Allah that if Allah fulfills a certain wish of his, 
he shall perform so many days i’tikaaf. In this case the moment 
his wish is fulfilled h Ttikaqf becomes compulsory; or a person 
may just make an unconditional vow whereby he makes 
i'tikaaf waajib upon himself for a certain number of days. 

This becomes a duty on him from that moment onwards, 

b. Sunn at i'tikaaf 


This was the general practice of the Holy Prophet It 

means to seclude oneself inside the masjid for the last ten days' 
of Ramadhun. 
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HADITH NO, 1 




OBJECTS OF IT1KAAF AND ADVANTAGES 




Tile reward for i'tikuaf is great. The mere fact that the 
Prophet # always used to perform il is sufficient to explain the 
virtue that lies in it. The example of him that resides in the masjid 

is that of a person, who having gone to a certain place to 


m r 



appeal for something, and then remains there umil it is granted, 
saying: ‘"O Allah. I have placed my humble request before You, 


and have faith in Your generosity, and \ shall not move from here 



my request is granted by You, 


i ■ 


hen someone comes begging to our door and then refuses to leave 


until he has been granted his 



with the hardest heart amongst us will ev 


request. How 


1 am sure that even the one 

give in to his 




more 



is 



A f team a ibr Qayyim, on explaining the significance of i tikaaf. 
writes that the actual aim behind i'tikaafk to divert the heart away 
from everything except Allah, and to join it with Allah alone, 
thereby forming a complete spiritual connection with the Creator. 
AH worldly connections are thus cut off for the sake of gaining 
Allah s attention. All thoughts, desires, love and devotion become 
centred around Him. In answer to that His love is attained — a love 
and friendship that wilt be the only friend in the loneliness of the 
grave. When a person has that, then who can possibly imagine the 
great ecstasy with which that time of the grave will be spent? 




In MaraqiulFalaaftdhe author writes that i'tikaaf, when properly 
and sincerely performed, is a most virtuous deed. One cannot 
possibly enumerate ail the great advantages and benefits in it. In 
actual fact, what takes place in ttikaaf, is. that the heart is drawn 
away from everything else except the Creator, while our whole life is 
actually Said down at Mis doorstep, AH the time one remains in 
ibaaduh. Even when one is asleep, one is still in His service, striving 
for nearness to Him. And Allah says (according to a Hadithh 
“Whoever draws near to Me (the length.of) one hand, then 1 draw 

nearer to him tthe length of) two hands; and whoever draws near to 
Me by walking, I draw nearer to hint by running." 


WHERE TO PERFORM ITIKAAF 


The best of places for i'iikaaj is the Masjidul Haraam in Mecca, 

MJ 

The next best is the Masjidun Nabawi in Medina, and the next best 
is Baitul Mukaddas, Thereafter, comes the Jaame Ma&jid in one's 
own town, and. last but not ihe least, the masjid nearest to one’s 
home. Imaam Abu Hands RA, stipulates the masjid should be one 
wherein the five daily prayers are performed, while Imaam Abu 
Yousuf and Imaam Muhammad are agreed that any masjid 
according to the Shari "ah can be entered for i'tikaaf 


The above is as far as males are concerned. As for the females, they 


should perform i'tikaaf in the masjids inside their homes. Where, 

however, no masjid Exists, and the desire for i'tikaaf be there, one 

section of the house should be set aside for this purpose, rtikaqfh 
in fact an easier task for women, A special section of the house, 
most commonly the prayer room, is set aside wherein they seclude 
themselves, remaining in ibaadah. The domestic duties can then be 
performed by the daughters or servants, and the woman in i'tikaaf, 
while remaining in a section of her own house, as spiritually 
rewarded for it. Ut is so very unfortunate that in spite of the ease, 
our women folk still remain deprived of the blessings of Vlikaaf 
We here in Smith Africa are even more negligent of this sunnah, so 
much so. that many have not even heard of it — Translator). 




hadith NO. 1 


Abu 5 a eed Kftudari 




that 





once 



performed i'tikaaf in a tent (inside the masjid} for the first ten day* 
of Ramadhan. Thereafter he made for 
rhereafter he raised his head out of the tent and said 
search of LoylatutQadrd id t perform ftifcw/for the 
I had indeed been shown that night and then made To 
it shall be. And verily did I see myself prosttabng.to Allah w 
forehead on mud on the morning after that night. 


Qudr among The last ten nights of RaMadhan: Seek it 



among the 


uneven ones." Abu Saeed^V saysr 'That same night it rained, The 


roof of the masjid leaked and I saw Rasulullah 
sujood in muddy clay." 




EHg 



COMMENTARY 


It used to be the general practice of Ra&Eilullah # to perform 
i'tikaaf 'm Ramadhan. At times he used to remain in the masjid for 
the whole month and during the last ye?r of his life he was In 
ftikaaffot twenty days. Because he almost always secluded himself 
in the masjki for the last ten days* the ulama consider it sunan 


mu'akkadah to perform i tikmf for that period. 


From the above Hadith it can be deduced that the major object 
behind Vtikaaf was to search for l ay la t u l Qadr. What better 
manner can there be than to remain in ibaad&h all the time, 
whether one b awake or asleep* Furthermore, one in i'dkaafK free 

from all daily tasks and thus has all the time to devote to xiknillafe 
{the remembrance of Allah) and meditation* 


Throughout Ramadhan Rasulullah # remained in ibaadah 
and when the last tea days came along, he had no limit in exerting 
himself. He himself remained awake throughout the night and $et 
the example by waking up his family for the same purpose. Aalsha 
radhiyallahu anha reports: "During the latter ten d&vs of 

Ramadhan, Rasuiullah # tied hb lungi tight!y about him, 
staying awake all night and waking hi$ family (for the purpose of 
ibsadah). "Tied his lurtgi tightly about him" means either that he 
knew no limits in exerting himself in ibaadah; or that he gave due 
importance and preference to ibaadah, and avoided all forms of 

sexual contact* 




HADITH NO. 2 

'Ela 

Ibn Abbas & relate that ftasulullah # said; “The person 
performing i'tikaaf remains free from sins, and he is indeed given 
the same reward as those who do righteous -deeds (inspite of not 
having done those deeds as a result of having been secluded in the 

masjid 


COMMENTARY 


(Note that one remaining secluded in the masjid is not allowed to 
depart from there for worldly needs* He may only set forth to the 
outside for the calls of nature* to perform ablution or ghusl or for 
attending Jumu'aa when that is not performed in the same masjki. 
after which he must retum forthwith.) Now this Hadith points to 


two great benefits of i'tikaaf 


Firstly, one avoids sin. It in true that it very often happens that 
falls into sin without ever intending to do so. The world all around 
us is full of temptations, T6 commit sin in the blessed month of 


Ramadkan is 


remaining seclud 
temptation to sin 


is indeed A great injustice to ourselves. Through 
secluded in the masjid, one completely avoids the 


Secondly, it would appeal .lutwardly that when one is secluded in 
the masjkl. one is automatically at a disadvantage by not being 

allowed to perform certain good deeds like joining in funeral 
prayers, attending burials, visiting the sick, etc. That is not sc 
becaus* according to this Hudiih one b rewarded for these deeds 
even though not performing them* What a great favour from 
Allah!! How great is Allah's bounty] If only we can understand and 
properly appreciate these favours, ITt-ai pro] er appreciation and 
understanding can only enter our minds when we hare the true love 
and interest for our Deen. May Allah grant os that. Aameeu. 




Itm Abbas JJ*. replied: No r the time is still fresh in my mind when 
[ heard the esteemed master of this tomb say; 4 Whoever s«s forth 
in the way of settling a necessary affair on behalf of his brother, 
that service shall be better for him then to perform i 'uktiaf ft* ten 
years, and whomsoever performs i’tikaaf for a day, thereby seeking 
the pleasure of Allah, Allah will open three trenches between him 
;ind the lire qt hell, the width of each trench being the'distance 
between heaven and earth , 0 

COMMENTARY 


I wo things are cle ar from (his Hadith. In the first place we are told, 
(hat by-way of reward for one day's i'tikaaf. Allah opens three 
rrenches,between him and the fire of Jahannam, the width of which 
being the distance between [lie heavens and earth. In Kashful 
Ghumrnah. Al tetania Sha'raani relates a H&dith wherein 

Rasul nil ah said: ++ Whoever performs i'tikaaf for the final 


ten days of Ramadh q n . for him is the reward of two Haj and two 
Umyahs; and whoever performs i'tikaaf from Maghrib until Esfua 


doing nothing except perform mg s a la at and reciting the Quraan. 


AI lari will prepare a palace for him in farm ah." 


In the second place, wt are told thal performing a task on behalf of 
one's brother brings a reward greater than ten years of i'tikaaf. For 

this reason Ibn Abbas ^ broke off his i'tikaqf. It was of course 
possible for him to continue it afterwards. What he actually did 
was to leave the masjid to relieve some suffering of his brother, who 
was greatly troubled in heart and mind. The Sufis say that Allah 
b^. sympathy with very few tilings as He has with a broken heart- It 
is for [his reason that we have been so much warned of the appeals 


o Allah of iHat person whose 
reatment and persecution. 


wc hurt through an unjust 


Note that i'tikaaf breaks when one leaves the masjid even for a duty 
on behalf of a fellow Muslim. When that i'tikaaf \s waajib, it will 
mean that it lias to be performed all over again. KasululUte 
never left [he masjid excepi for the calls of nature and wudhm As 

for Ibn Abbas 4 L U leaving ihe masjid to do some favour to a friend 

it was m the same spirit that is reminiscent of that soldier lying 

near death on the bank field of Yarmouk, refusing to drink water 
until hi* neighbour bad been given to drink. On the other hand, 
jtowever, it is possible that ibn Abbas %&■ was performing nafl 
i'tikaaf, in which case it was permissible for him to break it off. 


In conclusion I now wish to quote one lengthy Hadith. In it many 
virtues are mentioned, and with this do I conclude this book. 




B 







lime. This is indeed the month of patience r and the reward for true 
patience is Jannah (paradise), It is the month of symapthy with 
one's fellow men. It is the month wherein a true believer's rizq is 
increased. Whosoever feeds another who fasted, in order to break 
thtjfas/ (at sunset), for him there shall be forgiveness for his sins 
and emancipation from the fire of Jahannam (hell), and for him 
shall be the same reward as him (whom he fed) without that 
person's reward being decreased m the least.' " 

Thereupon we said: “O messenger of Allah, not all of us possess 
the means whereby wc can give a fasting person to break his fast '. 
The Messenger of Allah replied: A Allah grants this same reward to 

him who gives a fasting person to break the fast a mere date or a 
drink of water or a sip of milk/ 


This is a month,, the first of which brings Allah’s Mercy, the 
middle of which brings His forgiveness and the last of which brings 
emancipation from the fire of Jahannatn/ 


Whosoever lessens the burden of His servants (bondsmen) in this 
month, Allah will forgive him ^and free him from the fire of 

jahannam/ 

"And to this month four things you should continue to perform in 
great number, two of which shall be to please your Lord while the 
other two shall be those without which you cannot do^ Those which 
shall be to please your Lord, are that you should in great quantity 
bear witness that there is no deity to worship except AUah (i.e. 
recite the KalimaTayyibah: Laa ilaaha iHal La ah) .and make much 
Istighfaar (beg Allah’s forgiveness with Astagfrflnillah}/’ L, And as 
for those without which you cannot do, you should beg of Allah, 
entrance into paradise and seek refuge in Him from Jahannam." 

■ l And whoever gave a person who fasted water to drink, Allah shall 
gram him to drink from my fountain, such a drink whereafter he 
shall never again feel thirsty until he enters Jannah/' 


Reported by ibn Khuzaimah in his Sahih. 



HAD1TH NO. 4 


I bn 




*5* says that he heard our 

perfumed with 



i 



say: 


4 4 





swettest fragrance in 



an. 



the beginning of the year till 



end. it is being 



the first 



fur the coming of this blessed month. And when 
of flamtidhan appears, a wind blows from beneath 




(Throne), It is 



Mutheera and causes the leaves of 


the trees of Jannah to rustle and door handles to sound, whereby 
setting forth, such a melodious sound as had never been heard 
before. The dark eyed damsels of Jannah then step forth till they 
appear in the centre of the balconies of Jannah, exclaiming: "Is 

H 

to Allah for us that Allah may join us in 
marriage to him? Then these damsels call out: Ridwaan, 

Keeper of Jannah, what night is this?" He replies: "Labbaik, this is 



indeed the first nigbr of 



when the doors of Jannah are 


opened to those who observe the fast fi 


among the ummah of 




1 1 



II- 




said 


i i 




Q 






n the doors of Jannah and O Ma&hk. (keeper 
the doors of 






W 





among, the 



of Ahmad ^ O Jibra'il proceed down to 



earth and bind all the rebellious 
cast them in the oceans so that 

spoiling the first of the ummah of My 



ans H put them in chains and 

make no 





Allah commands a caller from the heavens to call out 
on even 1 one of the ni 









of Me that 1 may grant him his desire? Is there anyone repenting io 
Me that I may turn in Mercy to him? Is there anyone begging For 


forgiveness that I may forgive him? Who is there who shall give a 


loan to the One: w hose wealth does noi dim 
duly fulfills without unjust 



and 



One; who 



Rasulullah sgf said further; "Every day at the time of iftaar 


Allah sets free one thousand souls from 



fire of J 




, a! 1 of 
the last 








whom had already earned entrance into Jahannam, 

night He sets free as many as 

■ 

month. On the night of Laylami Qadr Allah commands Jibra'il AH 
to descend to the earth with a group of Malaa'ikah 









carrying a green 
Jibra'i! AS. himsdfha& one 
spread out oo this night. 


is then 




on lop of 

wings, two of 



Kabah 
















east to 




i! alavhis salaam then 


sends out the Malaa'ikah in all directions to recite salaam upon 



everybody they find 
and celebrating the praises 
and say Aameen to 
comes h Jibra T U AS. h 
depart." 




or sitting, 

shake 







salaat 



dawn breaks. When 




of Allah 


i 


The Malaa'ikah then inquire: "G 
regarding the needs that 
of Ahmad 




- il but what 







" Jtbra’U 

looked at them with Mercy and pardoned 





■It 



Allah do 







Allah then says: 'i call you to witness, O My Malaa 
their having fasted for Me during the month of Rtimudhan^ and lor 
their having stood before Me in prayer by night, I have granted to 
them as reward My pleasure and have granted them forgiveness. 0 

My servants, ask now of Me, for 1 swear by My Honour and 

■ ■ BM ^ 

Greatness, that whatsoever you shah beg of Me this day in This 
assembly of yours for the needs of your Hereafter, I shall grant you; 
and whatsoever you shall ask for your worldly needs, I shall look at 
you favourably. By My Honour, do I swear, as long as you 
obey My commands, i shall cover your faults. By My Honour arid 
My greatness do I swear, that £ shall never disgrace you among the 

evil-doing ones and disbelievers. Depart now from here: you are 
forgiven. You have indeed pleased Me and 1 am pleased with you. 



The Malaa’ikah, on seeing this great reward bestowed upon ihe 
umm ah of Muhammad tfjge- become greatly pleased and happy 



Aamecrt.) 


COMMENTARY 


The previous pages of this book have already dealt with almost all 
that is contained in this last long Hadith. A few points need 
attention. We see here that there are a few people who are deprived 
of forgiveness in Ramadhan and are unfortunate indeed in not 
being able to share the great gifts of Allah on the morning of EkL 
Among them are those who fight and argue among themselves and 

those disobedient to their parents. 


Let us put one 





M 


You have displeased Allah and 





We feel indeed 



other refuge do you now have besides 
that for some reasoh or other you have made 
yourselves the target for the cutse of Allah. His Rasul i^r and 
Jibra'h AS,, while at the same time being excluded from Allah’s 


freely granted forgiveness. Who else can now grant you refuge? 
Who and what can stand by your side when you carry the curse el 
Rasulullah m ? Who can help you when even he had made duos 



3* implore you my dear 



position at rhts momeni. Think, and desist 


(and sistm), think about your 




away 





] here is time to repair and repent and now is that 


time. Tomorrow you shall have to stand before a Judge 





whom no rank, honour, position and w 
Judge before whom oniy actions 
our every movement, Remember that Allah 
as far as our relationship with Him is 
forgive without penalty. 




shall avail you—a 

is aware of 




forgive our 








in our 





men. 

Rasuhillah 


# 



said; "The bankrupt one from among 



is that person, who shall appear on the day of Qiyaamah, 
bringing with him righteous deeds like sals at, sowm fFatft and 
charity. However he had also sworn at someone, falsely accused 

hurt someone, with the result that 
people shall come forward with 












be taken 







witness against him As a penalty his good deeds 
away and granted to the afflicted ones. And when 
shall come to an end, in this manner, their sins, 
upon him (when he is not able to pay the full penalty 
of good deed.sk Hence in this manner he shall enter janannam 

we see, that in spite of many good deeds, he shall fail. fO Allah save 
us Irom thatj 



thrown 

tack 

— - “■ • 

k So 




Another point is worth emphasising in 
times we have read about so many 

comes. The question now arises that 

■ 

granted, why should it be granted time and 









forgiveness is 





once a 
why is 



forgiveness comes to a person 


words. 

ven. there are no sins left on him. So 

in? The answer to that is that when 

■ 

sins on him. it will mean those 



sms are wi 



away, but when he has no sins it will mean 



mercy is granted to him. 


A further interesting point to note is that Allah 
the Maha'ikah to witness. The question may 
Here one should bear in-mind h hat, that is 
Qiyaamah at the time of 










is that so? 

the affairs of 
down that a 




witness shall be brought forward to testify. Hence the Rasuls shall 
be required to bring witnesses as to whether they bad delivered the 
message. Very often our Nabi ^ used to say: "Verily you shall 
be asked about me land my mission), So bear witness that I did 
deliver the message." 


In Bukhari we read a Hadith: "On the day of Qsyaamah Nooh 
alayhis salaam shall be called and asked: "Did you deliver the 
message in the proper maimer?" He shall reply' 4 Yes I did'. Then 
his iimm&h shall be asked; "Did he deliver the message?' 1 They 
shall reply: “No, neither did a bringer of glad tidings come to us 
nor did a warner." Thereupon Nooh alayhts salaam shall be called 
to bring a witness. He shall call upon Muhammad's { ^ ) 
ummah. This numnah shall be tailed forward and they shall testify 
(as to the truth of Nooh alayhis salaam's evidence.) 

In some versions of this Hadith this ummah shaft be cross 

questioned: "How do you know that Nooh a lay his salaam did 

■ 

deliver the commands of Allah, when you were not present at the 
time?" They shall reply: "Out Nabi Jgjjr informed us of that. The 
Book of Truth revealed to him informed us of that," 


In this same maimer alt the Ambiyaa shah be questioned. For this 
the Qwr'uan Karim says: 



' Thus we made you an ummah, justly imlam:ed 4 that you might he 
witnesses over the nations." 


Imaarn Raazi writes that on (he day of Qiyaamah there shall be 


four typ^ of witnesses: 


n. The Malaa'ikah The Quraatt says: 




"And there h 1 




forth 




: h 





be fan 


urtgetf to bear witness. (L: 21) 

"Not a word dots he utter but then is & 

' (L: tdf 



by him ready 




''But verify over you fare 
and ftonourabh. 





understand ait that v ou do. fLXXXFII: 


kftovn and 



b. The Ambiyaa. The 
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Aud htM 






aar l 
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And t wcri a witness over them while I dwelt among them 


■ r 



it he when we Khali bring 



with its witness, and shall bring you forth 




witness over 




u 



B ■ 




“That da v shall we set a seal m their mouths: but their 
hands will speak to us and their feet bear witness to all they 

did . - ‘ 

f XXX VI: 651 

The last Hadilh under discussion also brings out one joyous 
message to the fortunate ones. Aikfo says that He shall not disgrace 
and humiliate those who performed their duties in front of (and 
among) the unbelievers and evil doers. Is not that in itseh a great 
favour? Further He shall hide our faults and not reveal it to them. 

Abdullah ibn Umar reports that RasuUlllah # Mid: "On 
ihe day of QiyaamAh Allah shall call a believeT to draw near to 
Him. A curtain shall be drawn so that none may see. Allah shall 
then remind him of each and every fault of his which he shall be 
obliged to admit. Seeing ihe great amount of his faults, that person 
shall led that he had indeed failed and shall perish. But then Allah 
shall say: "In the world did I cover your faults and today too do I 
hide them and forgive them for you. 1 ' Thereafter his book of good 

deeds shall be given to him. 

The contents of this Hitdith is contained in so m any other Ahaadtth 
as well. One should therefore be careful of not humiliating and 
attacking the righteous ones for their faults. It is also possible that 
we may be the real losers through backbiting and jeering at those 
who in their own manner seek to please Allah. H is possible that 
Allah may cover their faults and forgive them through the blessings 
of their other good deeds, while we who continue to backbite, scofi 
and jeer at them, may be the cause of our destruction. IMay Allah 

in His Mercy pardon us all.) 

This Hadiih also states that the night before the day of Eid is called 
the night of prize-giving, the night when Allah gives the true 
reward. This night too should be properly appreciated. It is also 
common that once the announcement has been made that 
tomorrow is Eid, the majority of us on this night enjoy ourselves in 
steep, whereas this too is a night that should be spent in ibaadah, 
Rasulullah said: "Whoever remains awake for ibaadah on 

the night {preceding Eid), with the aim of gaining reward, his heart 
shall not die on that day when hearts shall die," The meaning here 



is. that at the time when evi! will have taken possession \tf all his 




stay alive 




evil) 






ham evil, it may also refer it) the time when the bugle shall be 
blown to herald on the day of Olya a mail, On that day hts soul shall 
not become unconscious. 




1 - 


is 





ibaadah on the following ni 


reported to have said: “Whoever stays 




enter 3 arm ah 














A rata (the night after the eighth ZiS Hajjahh Uylatun Nahr (the 
night after the ninth day of Zii Hijjah), the night preceding Eiduh 
Phr and the night preceding the 15th of Sha T baan. 


The jurists of Islam have written that it is mustahab to remain in 
ibaadah on both the nights ot Eid. imaam Shaaffeq is reported to 



said that duaas are answered on the ni 



s 





night after the day of Thursday), the two Eids and on the ni 
preceding the fifteenth of Sha'baan. 



Among the pious in Islam, it is said that because of the exceptional 
greatness of Friday night, one should Spend this night in Ibaadah 
during the month of Rumadhan. But there are some Ahaaditli 

from fixing only that night tor ibaadah, 




it is best that one or two other ni 



be joined 


1 



now come 




end of this book, in conclusion,. 



ng 


that this shall be of benefit to those who seek Allah's pleasure, 1 
beg and imp tore all readers to make duaa for me, the humble 
writer of these pages, during those special hours of Ramadhan. Do 
mention me too in 

J 

Infinite Grace a nd I 

■ 

me, Aameeh. 



r aftd Allah that He in His 

also bestow His Mercy and pleasure upon 




COMMENTARY 


All the points to which this Hiidiik draws itteniion have been 

further emphasised In numerous olhet Abaadilh on the great 

virtues of Ramadhan. Quite a number of important points arc 
brought to out notice. 

Firstly, it should be noted that Rasul ultah £gr delivered this 

sermon at the end of the month of Stia’baan. the obvious reason 

being that he intended to put inlo wt minds the great importance 

ot Hamadhan mi Ibitt we on our vide could remember and not allow 

one second of it to go by without giving it the true spirit ti deserves. 

Thereafter attention U drawn 10 Laylatu! Qadr. about which mote 

is said later. Then attention is drawn to the fact that fasting has 

been made compulsory by Al^h Who also made sunn ah the 
Tara we eh salttt by night- 

From this Hadith it is noted that ihe command for Taraweeh 

prayers too comes from Allah Himself. All the authorities of the 

Ahlus Sunnah wal Janiaa'^Ei are agreed upon the fact that 
Taraweeh is sunnah, 

MauLana Shah Abdulhaq Dehlawi wrote in his book "Mu 
Thabata Bis Sunnah ' 1 that should the people of any town fail to 

perform Taraweeh prayers, the Muslim ruler should make them do 

so by force. 

Here one point should be noted: Many are of the opinion that one 
may listen to the Qytraan being recited in a certain masjjd + where¬ 
after the virtue of the sumtlh will have been attained. This is 
wrong. There arc two things: Firstly, it is sunnah to hear th* full 
Qur'aav being recited in Tamweeh in Ramadhan. Secondly* it is 
sunnah to perform Taraweeh salaat throughout Ramadkon. Both 
should be performed with care. 

As for those who art on a journey and unable to perform both 
sunan* because of not knowing where they win be (at different 
places). Then it is advisable that in the first few days of Ramadhan 
they should have the Tull Quraan mad in Taraweeh so that it does 
not remain incompletely recited. Then they should art cod 

Taraweeh wherever they find the opportunity. 



